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 Field
     Trips 
          and 
              More

 

By President
Joe Marchesani
and the Editor

  

As we’ve announced via e-
mail and postcards, the Chapter’s
schedule has been filling up.  First,
we have two field trips; please RSVP to President Joe
Marchesani (see p. 4) concerning those.  Symposium
planning is well underway.
  

June 28, 2014: Field trip to the National Limestone Quarry at
Mount Pleasant Mills, Perry Twp., Snyder Co., PA.  The site
is a great wavellite specimen locality, and also has calcite,
strontianite, and maybe some quartz and fluorite. We will meet
at the quarry office at 9:00 a.m.  Kindly RSVP of attendance.
  

October, 2014 (date TBD): Brinton’s Quarry, West Chester,
Westtown Township, Chester Co., PA- This is the type
locality for clinochlore but contains abundant serpentine group
minerals, brucite, drusy quartz, and vermiculite.  Exact date
forthcoming shortly.  Kindly RSVP of interest or attendance.
  

SYMPOSIUM November 1, and symposium Field Trip
Nov. 2 to Cornwall, PA.  We are seeking speakers; one
benefit for speakers is free admission to the symposium.
Publicity: Ron Sloto (see p. 4) has 1/3 page flyers that you can
print and distribute if you’re going to a show, meeting, etc.
 
Vice President, Secretary Needed

  

James Stauffer has stepped down as our Secretary; the
Chapter owes him thanks for his years of service.  So, we are
now seeking volunteers or nominations for both vice president
and secretary.  Both officers share in the general work of
running the Chapter.  The vice president also fills in for the
president when necessary, and the secretary’s duties include
recording brief minutes of meetings.  Please help fill these
important positions!  Field trip chair is another important
position which we need to fill.

The next Board meeting is being planned for July; if you
have any items to be brought before the Board, please contact
President Joe Marchesani (see p. 4).       - E d i t o r

Carnegie Museum of Natural History
Acquires the 

Bryon Brookmyer Collection of
Pennsylvania Minerals

 

Museum’s collection now most nearly complete
and comprehensive of Pennsylvania minerals in

the world
 

Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
press release May 2, 2014

  

Carnegie Museum of Natural History is pleased to
announce the acquisition of more than 2,700 mineral
specimens from private collector Bryon Brookmyer,
making the museum’s collection the premier repository of
Pennsylvania minerals in the world. These specimens will
aid researchers in the study of Pennsylvania mineralogy,
and many will be featured in the museum’s Hillman Hall
of Minerals and Gems.  
 

All told, the Brookmyer collection consists of 2,705
specimens, 234 of which have been on long-term loan to
the museum since 1996. Visitors may be familiar with
some of these specimens as the focus of the
Pennsylvanian exhibit of Hillman Hall. 
 

“The acquisition of Bryon’s collection is and will be
known in the future as a major event in the history of
Minerals at the museum,” says Marc Wilson, Collection
Manager and Head of the Section of Minerals. “Bryon’s
passion for Minerals is evident in his collection and in his
history as a careful, yet tenacious, collector. We’re honored
that he should agree to have the specimens that are so
special to him become part of the Carnegie collection.”
 

Brookmyer’s collection is the latest in three
noteworthy specimen acquisitions that comprise the vast
Pennsylvania collection, spanning pieces that were
collected from colonial times to the present. Early in the
museum’s history, Andrew Carnegie purchased for
Pittsburgh the William Jefferis collection of about 12,000
specimens. In 2007, Carnegie Museum of Natural History
acquired approximately 5,000 mineral specimens
deaccessioned by the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia. Together, these two collections held
specimens that covered to the 1920s. The Brookmyer
collection brings the museum’s holdings up to today.
 

Continued on page 3
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Strontianite crystal aggregates on calcite, Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA.
Collected on FM-Pa trip in 2005.  Field of view 1.5 inch.

Calcite, pale yellow transparent doubly terminated crystals on drusy gray
crystals, Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA.  Each crystal approx. 0.5 inch long.

Wavellite spheres of crystal aggregates, Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA. 
Spheres 0.2 inch.

Aragonite, Brinton’s Quarry, Westtown Township, West Chester County,
PA.  West Chester University collection; Ron Sloto photograph.

Clinochlore, 5/8 inch, Brinton’s Quarry, Westtown Township,
Chester County, PA.  Bryon Brookmyer collection; Ron Sloto
photograph.

 

Mount Pleasant Mills, PA
 

by David Glick
 

Our Chapter will have a field trip to the National
Limestone quarry at Mount Pleasant Mills, Snyder County,
PA, on June 28 (see p. 1).   Depending on current quarrying
activity, minerals to be found in the limestone quarry pit
include calcite, strontianite, and occasionally celestine and
fluorite.  Wavellite and small quartz crystals are found on the
property near the top of Lime Ridge, along with cacoxenite,
planerite, turquiose, variscite, and vauxite (see
http://www.mindat.org/locdetailed-228894.html).  Shown
below are some specimens collected in recent years.
Photographs are by David Glick.

 

Brinton’s Quarry
by David Glick

 

A field trip is being planned for October (date to be
announced; see p.1) to Brinton’s Quarry, southeast of
West Chester in Westtown Township, Chester County,
PA.  Serpentine for building stone was the business of
the quarry, which is the type locality for clinochlore, and
the site of much historical collecting.  History and
minerals are covered by Sloto (2009), p.322-337 and
plates 15-16.  Geyer et al. (1976) list antigorite, brucite,
chromite, magnesite, magnetite, and talc as the most
abundant minerals from a total list of 34.  Mindat
<http://www.mindat.org/locdetailed-8871.html>
provides some photographs and references.
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Deweylite, 4.5 inches, Brinton’s Quarry, Westtown Township, Chester
County, PA.  West Chester University collection; Ron Sloto photograph.

Vermiculite, var. jeffersite, 2.5 inches, Brinton’s Quarry, Westtown
Township, Chester County, PA.  Ron Sloto collection and photograph.

Charlotte Smith in 2007, helping
present Nittany Mineralogical Society’s
annual Minerals Junior Education Day.
                                   A. Sicree photo
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Charlotte
Smith

1930 - 2014
 

Past FM member
Charlotte Smith died on
May 19 at age 83.  She
l i v e d  o u t s i d e
Stormstown, PA (Port
Matilda postal address)
in Centre County.  An
extensive obituary
appeared in the Centre
Daily Times on May
2 1 ;  s e e  h t t p : / /
www.legacy.com/obituari
es/centredaily/
 

Along with her late husband Paul, she ran the
family’s dairy and beef farm, later including
thoroughbred horses.  She worked as a lab technician in
the Department of Veterinary Science at Penn State for
20 years.  She continued to enjoy keeping and riding
horses, and helping others with animals, in her later
years.  Charlotte is survived by three daughters, two
grandchildren, and other family.  The obituary covers
many more of her numerous activities.
 

Charlotte field collected minerals and fossils and
shared her enthusiasm with members of the Nittany Valley
Rock and Mineral Club (1970s), Nittany Mineralogical
Society (founded 1994), and Friends of Mineralogy - PA
Chapter.  She helped organize and present club mineral
shows, field trips, and Nittany Mineralogical Society’s
Minerals Junior Education Day in State College.    -Editor

Carnegie / Brookmyer                 Continued from page 1
“This gives Carnegie Museum of Natural History the most
nearly complete and comprehensive collection of
Pennsylvania mineral specimens in the world. Carnegie
Museum is now the destination of choice for anyone
wishing to research or learn about Pennsylvania’s rich
mineral heritage,” says Wilson.
 

The Hillman Foundation generously underwrote the
acquisition of both the Academy of Natural Sciences and
the Brookmyer collections.
 

Pennsylvania Minerals
 

Pennsylvania's complex geologic history is reflected
in the great variety of minerals found within the state.
Nearly 300 mineral species are known from Pennsylvania.
Pennsylvania's relatively rugged topography promotes
exposure of rocks in naturally eroded cliffs as well as in
cuts for roads and railroads, but the most significant
mineral specimens have been found as a result of mining
and quarrying activities.
 

The specimens displayed in Hillman Hall represent some
of the finest found in Pennsylvania. In addition to the
Pennsylvania Minerals & Gems exhibit, there are two cases of
Pennsylvania minerals on display in Masterpiece Gallery.  
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From the Editor
David Glick

 THANK YOU to everyone who has been providing
material for the Newsletter!  Everyone else - join the fun!
Please provide materials for the next issue by September
1, 2014.  Feel free to contact me at xidg@verizon.net, or
814-237-1094 days and evenings (especially Thurs-Sat.,
otherwise leave a message).  

Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy,
collecting or collectors are invited for this newsletter:
articles, long or short; announcements from FM-PA
committees; photographs of specimens, field localities,
collections, etc.; reports about books or articles published
about PA minerals or by PA authors, or actual book
reviews; or other items within the mineralogy and mineral
collecting areas of interest.  Photographs should be of good
resolution (1000 pixels across) without much JPEG
compression, so that they will look good in print. Please
provide captions including photographers’ names.

       We are producing four issues each year; your material
is needed to make them worthwhile!.  If you know people
who have interesting material, please encourage them to
submit it.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

June 5-6, 2014: Rock, Mineral & Fossil Yard Sale, by
Tom Smith, 10 Roger Av., Shippensburg PA 17257, 2 mi.
outside Shippensburg on Route 696, near Middle Spring.
100 flats of specimens.  Thurs. and Fri. 8-7, OR by
appointment, call 717-552-6554
    

June 7, 2014: Spring Mineralfest - Mineral Fossil and
Gem Show sponsored by the Pennsylvania Earth Sciences
Ass’n.  Macungie Mem. Park, Macungie, PA.   Sat. 8:30-3.

Sept. 13-14, 2014: Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show by
Central Pa. Rock & Mineral Club, at Zembo Shrine Center,
3rd & Division Sts, Harrisburg, PA.  Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5.
http://www.rockandmineral.org/annual%20show.htm
 

October 4, 2014: Fall Mineralfest - Mineral Fossil and
Gem Show sponsored by the Pennsylvania Earth Sciences
Ass’n.  Macungie Memorial Park, Macungie, PA
 

November 1-2, 2014: Friends of Mineralogy - PA Chapter
Symposium (Nov. 1, Lancaster, PA) and Field Trip (Nov. 2).
   

DONATIONS WELCOMED
The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

organization; donations are gratefully accepted and may be
deducted from your federal income tax.  Donations of any
size help to offset the general operating costs of the Society,
helping to keep dues low.
 

FM on the WWW

Please explore the FM-PA web site at 
www.rasloto.com/FM/

National News
National FM newsletters, links to other chapters, and

much more can be found on their web site: 
www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
 

OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS members
 

President Joe Marchesani Jmarch06@comcast.net (609) 433-5129
Vice President 
Treasurer Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com
Secretary 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
 

Membership Chair Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com
Symposium Chair 
Field Trip Chair 
Web Manager Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com
Newsletter Editor  David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
Grants Chairman David Saja   dsaja@cmnh.org (216) 231-4600 x3229

   Curator, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

George Rambo Geo.Rambo@comcast.net (302) 798-4163
William Kochanov wkochanov@pa.gov (717) 232-3407 —F, 8-4
David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
Fred Stohl flstohl@yahoo.com (732) 341-3553

   

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Web Site:     http://www.rasloto.com/FM


