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President's Message
Field Trips and More 

from Joe Marchesani
  

Hello friends. It looks like we have another great
year of collecting ahead of us in 2016. The three field
trips planned for this spring are coming together quite
nicely.  Please note, all field trips are weather
permitting, and are subject to last hour cancellations.
 

The first field trip is to Middleburg Quarry in
central Pennsylvania, on April 16th, 2016.  Current
plans are to meet owner Eric Stahl at the Mount Pleasant
Mills Quarry entrance at 10:00 a.m., then commute over
to Middleburg Quarry.  This is a trip co-sponsored by
Delaware Mineralogical Society.  Be aware… last year
there was a detour due to a bridge being out between Mt.
Pleasant Mills and Middleburg.  Instead of taking Rt.
104, we had to go to Rt. 15 and up to Rt. 522, just above
Selinsgrove.  This bridge may still be out.  RSVP  to
Joseph Marchesani  Jmarch06@comcast.net  or 609-
433-5129 (leave a  message).
 

The second field trip is to Brandywine Springs in
Delaware, on May 7th 2016 at 9:00 a.m., where we will
meet with the Delaware Mineralogical Society at
Brandywine Springs County Park, famous for
sillimanite.  See page 2 for details.  RSVP to Joseph
Marchesani  Jmarch06@comcast.net  or 609-433-5129
(leave a  message).
 

The third trip is to Brinton’s Quarry, New Street,
West Chester, PA May 14th 2016 at 8:00 a.m. where we
will meet again with the Delaware Mineralogical
Society through the gate to the left.  Collecting here is
limited to 25 specimens this year.  No quarrying
permitted.  RSVP to Joseph Marchesani
Jmarch06@comcast.net  or 609-433-5129 (leave a
message).
 

Including the Fall 2016 symposium, there are two
potential field trips planned but not yet in the books for
Fall 2016… a TBD September trip and the symposium
trip in November.  There is more to come on this in
future newsletters.

We are hoping to have a Board of Directors
meeting sometime this spring, possibly mid- May before
Memorial Day weekend, though as of press time a date
has yet to be established.
 

These are hard economic times, and membership
dues remained unchanged again this year.  The simple
structure is $20 for an individual membership and $15
for students and seniors (over 62). There are no family
memberships.
 

If you are working on anything interesting or know
of somebody who is, consider making a presentation at
the annual FM-PA Symposium at Franklin and Marshall
College this year.  Usually and unofficially, it is held the
first full weekend of November.  And if you are aware
of an interesting collection locality, step up and sponsor a trip!



Pennsylvania Geology
 

The Pennsylvania Geological Survey’s magazine,
Pennsylvania Geology, can be found on their web site;
volume 45 number 4 is now available at
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/topogeo/publications/  
 

State Geologist Dr. Gale Blackmer provides an
editorial on “Holes in the Ground.” There is also an
interview covering her background and her thoughts on
the Survey’s work, and her goals as State Geologist.  
 

“An updated version of the Directory of Nonfuel-
Mineral Producers in Pennsylvania has been released as
Open-File Report OFMR 15–01. This is the most recent
version of a report that has been updated many times
since its initial release fifty years ago (O’Neill, 1965).
The directory can be accessed in two formats: as a
tabular listing and as an interactive web mapping
application.”  The interactive application is illustrated in
two color figures.
 

This and most other Survey publications are
available for download from the Publications web page
listed above.       
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Delaware Mineralogical Society/ 
FM-PA  Field Trip

May 7, 2016
Brandywine Springs County Park

 
The Delaware Mineralogical Society (DMS)

together with Friends of Mineralogy, PA Chapter will
host a field collecting trip to BRANDYWINE SPRINGS
PARK on May 7, 2016.   This trip is for DMS members
only and members of FM-PA.  This site is principally
known for rather large specimens of the metamorphic
mineral sillimanite, the Delaware State mineral. Also
found at this site is smoky quartz associated with
sillimanite, garnets may be panned from the Red Clay
Creek, and ringing quartzite.

Here’s a report of a previous trip.  

We started the day at Brandywine Springs
Park. Brandywine Springs Park is famous for both
having the only natural cave in Delaware and large
specimens of the state mineral sillimanite.  We met in
the parking lot, walked across the  baseball fields and
into the woods to the large sillimanite boulder that’s
slated to be moved to the Delaware Museum of Natural
History(since moved). Though significantly weathered
and moss and lichen covered on its exposed surface, it
gave everyone a good idea of what the mineral looks
like ‘in the wild’.  It’s not as easy to identify and find
sillimanite as one might imagine.  

We then hiked down to the cave. The cave is at the
boundary of the Wilmington Complex and the
Wissahickon Formation and 3 rock types meet here;
quartzite, amphibolites and a soft schist. The schist has
eroded to make the cave which is about 5’ wide and
5’deep. The quartzite is particularly dense and produces
a nice ‘ring’ when thumped with a hammer.

We then hiked to Hyde Run creek to search for
sillimanite. Ken found the first specimen in route to the
cave, and more were found by Jose, John, Mary Ann
and Tom in the creek. Jose also captured a bull
frog…amphibolite and amphibian kinda sound
alike?  Several more specimens were found on the
hillside above the creek so everyone got one for their
collection (Note: permission must be obtained to collect
in the park).

And now some more information:

1.      This trip is mostly looking closely and picking up
rocks. Bring no tools other than perhaps a hoe-like
scraper. There is no digging at this site. If you create a
hole by dislodging a specimen, refill the hole. Don’t
bring a hammer as there’s no breaking of rocks
either. This is a ‘leave no trace’ trip.
 

2.     Bring water boots; sillimanite is most frequently
found in Hyde Run (a few feet wide, inches deep) and
on the gravel bars in adjacent Red Clay Creek (wider
and deeper).
 

3.     Bring a pan: there’s lots of garnet sand along Red
Clay Creek. This garnet can also be collected with a
strong rare earth magnet held inside a plastic bag. You’ll
also get a lot of iron oxide which can be removed later
by tumbling (garnet >> harder than iron oxide).
 

4.     Meeting time and location will be sent at a later
date to registered participants. 
 

5.     Do not collect at this site on your own. It is a New
Castle County Park and collecting without permission is
forbidden. 
 

6.     The site is shady and there are few mosquitoes
(I’ve never seen one, but no doubt writing this will bring
out legions).  The walk from parking to collecting is
about 100 yds across a grass field then down a ravine on
well-hiked paths.   On the way you’ll see some of the
biggest tulip poplars I’ve ever seen.
 

7.     Participants will be asked to sign a Liability
Waiver.
 

8.     Only 1 specimen is allowed per participant. If you
find 2, either gift one to somebody less fortunate or
return it to the wild. Please keep just 1 specimen…thank
you.  (for example, since I already have 1 I will keep
none, but I might share a few).
 

9.     If you find one, show your buddies.  You’d be
surprised how hard it is to ‘see’ sillimanite covered in
mud.  I will bring a specimen to help ‘train’ your eyes.
Not all sillimanite looks like fibrolite; some is
surprisingly ‘feldspar-looking’.

 

Please send photographs of field trip action and
Pennsylvania specimens for publication in this
Newsletter!  See “From the Editor” on page 3.  
  

                                - David Glick, Editor
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Friends of Mineralogy 
National Newsletter

 

The next FM National Newsletter will be out soon,
and will be e-mailed to FM-Pa members for whom we
have an e-mail address.  Older issues may be available at
<http://www.friendsofmineralogy.org/newsletters.html>.
  

National newsletter editor Beth Heesacker invites
articles (as does this Chapter Newsletter).   The next
deadline for the FM National Newsletter is March 29th,
and next after that should be June.  - Editor 
 

     
40 Years Ago in the FM-Pa Newsletter

The Spring 1976 Newsletter included a biography
of Charles Moore Wheatley (1822- 1882), “author
unknown.”  The Chapter’s Spring Roundup was being
planned for early May at Penn State, with presentations
by geology professors, an auction including some
minerals from the Arthur Montgomery collection, and a
Sunday field trip led by Mineral Museum curator David
Snell.  The Mineralogy of Pennsylvania 1965 - 1975,
updating Montgomery’s 1922-1965 volume with
approximately 50 new species for the state, was nearing
completion; the call was out for “pictures of old time
collecting areas, collectors and minerals” for publication
in the book.

You can enjoy this and other past Newsletters on
the website  http://www.rasloto.com/FM  thanks to the
efforts of webmaster Ron Sloto.

Classifieds
   
 

FOR SALE:   Microscope & Accessories, Mineral
Specimens, Crystal Models. 
        ------- UPDATE - FEBRUARY 2016 -------
See the listing at   www.nittanymineral.org/beall.pdf
which has been updated to reflect the current list of
specimens available.  Those already sold since the 2014
listing have been removed, and some additional
specimens and other items have been added.  The Meiji
binocular microscope set up for photomicrography with
trinocular head, zoom, photo eyepieces, iris diaphragm
to control depth of field, two-arm fiber optic illuminator
with focusing ends, anti-vibration table, etc., is still
available.  Contact Frank & Gail Beall, 724-789-7290.
 

110 Years Ago in The Mineral Collector
Localities were hidden even then

 

The March 1906 issue continued the Directory of
the Mineral Localities in and around Philadelphia.
Having completed the “in” Philadelphia localities in an
earlier issue, the authors (Elmer Benge and Edgar T.
Wherry) embarked on the “around” category, and found
“The reports for the most part were not so definite and
for many localities we had no personal knowledge to fall
back upon, and it was impractical in the majority of
cases, at least, for us to make visits as we could and did
do with the Philadelphia County localities; country
roadside exposures or washouts, fields on Mr. So-and-
So’s farm or at such and such a mill on some creek, are
very often unaccompanied by more definite directions,
and when you consider that Mr. So-and-So may have
moved or “passed his checks,” and that the mill may
have burned down or changed its name, it is at once
apparent that very many opportunities for errors were
presented; however, we fortunately have several maps,
one of which gives the names of all the farm owners, the
mill, the school, and church sites, many quarries and
mines and other information not usually found on maps,
this has been very valuable in supplying data deficient
in the reports.”
 

The report that month was on Upper Bucks County,
with many of the localities being in Triassic shales.  

From the Editor
David Glick

      THANK YOU to everyone who has been providing
material for the Newsletter!  Everyone else - join the
fun!  Please provide materials for the next issue by
June 15, 2016.  Feel free to contact me at
xidg@verizon.net, or 814-237-1094 days and evenings.
Mail can be sent to 209 Spring Lea Dr., State College
PA 16801.
    

Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy,
collecting or collectors are invited for this newsletter:
articles, long or short; announcements from FM-PA
committees; photographs of specimens, field localities,
collections, etc.; reports on publications about PA
minerals or by PA authors, or actual book reviews; or
other items within the mineralogy and mineral collecting
areas of interest.  Photographs should be of good
resolution (at least 1000 pixels across) without much
JPEG compression, so that they will look good in print.
Please provide captions including photographers’
names.
 

We are producing four issues each year; your
material is needed to make them worthwhile!.  If you
know people who have interesting material, please
encourage them to submit it.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
See  www.mineralevents.com  for more 

April 2-3, 2016:  Philadelphia Mineral Treasures &
Fossil Fair, by Phila. Min. Soc. & Del. Valley Paleo.
Soc.  Lulu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Philadelphia PA
April 9-10, 2016:  Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, by
Saucon Valley Lions Club.  Saucon Valley Senior High
School, 2100 Polk Valley Rd., Hellertown PA.
www.sauconvalleylions.org/SVLC_Gem_Show.htm
April 16-17, 2016:  North Rocks! North Museum Gem,
Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show.  Farm & Home Center,
1383 Arcadia Rd., Lancaster PA.  Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4.
http://www.northmuseum.org/events/
April 16-17, 2016:  Monongahela Rockhounds Gem,
Mineral and Fossil Show.  Skyview Hall, West Mifflin Vol.
Fire Co, #4, 660 Noble Dr., West Mifflin, PA
www.monongahelarockhounds.org/events.php
Apr. 23-24, 2016: Franklin NJ Show & Sterling Hill Super Dig   
www.njesa.org/spring-mineral-show.html
www.sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/superdig/index.php         
April 30 - May 1, 2016:  Treasures of the Earth Show & Sale,
by Mineralogical Soc. of Northeastern PA.  Oblates of St.
Joseph, 1880 Highway 315, Pittston PA.  Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4.
www.msnepa.org/gem---mineral-show.html

 

May 14-15, 2016: World of Gems & Minerals Show, by 
Berks Mineral. Soc. Leesport Farmers Market, Rt 61, Leesport.
May 21, 2016:  The Earth Science Show & Sale, by Rock &
Mineral Club of Lower Bucks County.  First United Methodist
Church, 840 Trenton Road,  Fairless Hills, PA, 9a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.mineralevents.com/flyers/2016lowerbucks1.pdf
June 4, 2016:  Spring Mineralfest, by Penna. Earth Sciences
Assoc., Memorial Park, Poplar St., Macungie, PA  Sat. only,
8:30 - 3:00.  http://www.mineralfest.com/ 
Sept. 17-18, 2016:  Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral
Club Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show.  Zembo Shrine, 2801
N. 3rd St., Harrisburg PA
www.rockandmineral.org/annual show.htm
October 1, 2016: Autumn Mineralfest, by Penna. Earth
Sciences Ass’n.  Macungie Memorial Park, Poplar St.,
Macungie PA.  Sat. only, 8:30-3:00. 
www.mineralfest.com

 

DONATIONS WELCOMED
The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization;
donations are gratefully accepted and may be deducted
from your federal income tax.  Donations of any size help
to offset the general operating costs of the Society,
helping to keep dues low.

 

FM on the WWW

Please explore the FM-PA web site at 
www.rasloto.com/FM/

National News
National FM newsletters, links to other chapters, and

much more can be found on their web site: 
www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
 

OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS members
 

President Joe Marchesani   Jmarch06@comcast.net (609) 433-5129
Vice President Dianne Soccio dianne.soccio@gmail.com (302) 388-6720
Treasurer Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Secretary David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094  

William Kochanov wkochanov@pa.gov (717) 702-2033 M—F, 8-4
Bill Stephens bstephens@stephensenv.com (302) 286-0406

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
 

Membership Chair Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Symposium Chair 
Field Trip Chair 
Web Manager Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Newsletter Editor  David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
Grants Chairman David Saja   geo.rx.david@gmail.com (216) 231-4600 x3229

   Curator, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
 
 

 

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Web Site:     http://www.rasloto.com/FM


