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Mineral Collecting Enthusiasts 
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Field Trip November 5, 9 - noon

  

Franklin and Marshall College, 
Lancaster, PA

 

Please Join Us!
Register in Advance or at the Door

 

The Friends of Mineralogy – Pennsylvania Chapter will
hold our 2017 Symposium and field trip on the first
weekend in November. Mineral collectors in attendance
on Saturday will meet in the Hackman Physical Sciences
Building at Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster,
PA., to hear several talks by experts on minerals,
geology and mining in Pennsylvania and beyond.  Doors
open for registration by 8:30 a.m., but anyone wishing
to help set up may arrive as early as 7:00-7:30. On
Sunday, a field trip for those registered for the
symposium will provide an opportunity for mineral
collecting.
 

The program planned for the symposium includes these
presentations:
 

Stan Mertzman, PhD: Through the "Looking Glass":
Optical Mineralogy and Common Igneous and
Metamorphic Minerals and Rocks.
 

Ron Sloto, PG:  The Dyer Diabase Quarries, Berks
County, Pennsylvania
 

Bill Stephens, PG: Lapidary Grade Agate and Other Semi-
Precious Gemstones from the Penn-MD Serpentine
Quarry, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania

William Kochanov, PhD: The Occurrence of Smoky
Quartz Crystals in Northeastern Pennsylvania

Kent Littlefield, PG: Friedensville Zinc Mines of Southern
Lehigh County: Geology, Industrial History, and
Environmental Impact
 

All interested mineral collectors are invited to
register and attend.   

 OFFICIAL NOTICE: Annual Meeting 
              and Elections on November 4
 

     The November 4th symposium will include a brief
Annual Meeting of the Membership, in accordance
with our bylaws.  See page 3 regarding elections for the
Board of Directors.
 

As usual, select mineral dealers will be present, and there
will be a silent auction, give-away table, refreshments, and
plenty of opportunities for visiting with fellow enthusiasts.
Professional geologists can receive professional
development hours for lecture attendance.  Lunch is
available at restaurants within walking distance.  Please see
the web site http://www.rasloto.com/FM/ for details,
updates, and the registration form.  
 

The mineral collecting field trip on Sunday is planned
for H&K Group’s Penn/MD Quarry, Peach Bottom, PA.
The trip is open only to symposium registrants.  Safety
equipment will be required; watch for details.  See p. 2.
 

Registration:  $15 per person for current FM-Pa
members; $25 for non-members, free for students with
student ID. Please register in advance or at the door; a
form is available on the web site.

 Donations of specimens, books, collecting equipment,
etc., for the silent auction and giveaway table are greatly
appreciated.  The silent auction covers a significant
portion of the symposium’s expenses and helps keep
registration costs low.                                           Continued on page 2

The web site will have any updates and a registration
form:   http://www.rasloto.com/FM/
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Deweylite and  hydromagnesite,
Penn/MD 2016.                 
                     K. Yepremian photo

A variety of specimens collected at Penn/MD, 2016.  
                                                            M. Dunton photo

Parking note:  There is no home football game, so the
parking lot closest to our event in the Hackman Physical
Sciences Building might accommodate everyone.  That
parking lot can be entered across the intersection (at the
traffic light) from Iron Hill Brewery and Restaurant at
781 Harrisburg Ave, Lancaster, PA 17603.  If it’s full,
the best alternative would be to park on the street west
of the College (Race Ave. or State St.), for the shortest
walk to the building.
 

Symposium Field Trip to
Penn/MD Materials Quarry

 

by Joseph Marchesani

LOCATION & DIRECTIONS:
 

Meet at the H&K Group Penn/MD Quarry, 303 Quarry
Rd., Peach Bottom, PA 17563 no later than 9:00 A.M.
sharp!!  The quarry is located off of PA Rte. 222 just north
of the Maryland state line.  Penn/MD is right next to the
ICM-Cedar Hill Quarry. To get to the Penn/MD Quarry
from your departure point, go to the H & K web page
http://www.hkgroup.com/Locations/Locations.aspx
scroll down to Penn/MD under H&K Company
Locations and click on Get Directions and type in
your address. Plug the quarry address into any map
program (Map Quest, Yahoo, Google, etc.) as your
destination and it will give you directions from your
departure point.

ATTENDANCE
 

Only 2017 FM-PA symposium participants
($25/person non-member; $15/person for members -

see page 1) may attend this trip. We are checking on
any age limit for junior members.  

SAFETY
 

Hardhat, safety glasses/goggles and steel-toed boots
are required for this trip, and must be worn at all
times. Gloves are good to have.  Always bring water,
drinks and snacks for the day and wear appropriate
durable clothing. You will be required to read safety
rules (OSHA requirement), and sign-off that you've
read them.  You will also need to read and sign-off
on a liability waiver.  All field trips are weather
dependent and require at least an average level of
physical fitness!

MINERALS
 

Penn/MD is an active quarry that mines serpentinite
rock for roadbuilding, construction and decorative
aggregate. The minerals that can be collected here
include antigorite, picrolite, lizardite, deweylite,
chromite and many others.  The minerals are very
similar to those that have been reported from the
Cedar Hill Quarry.  For more information and
pictures of the minerals that have been found at
Cedar Hill check:
http://www.mindat.org/loc-9693.html

EQUIPMENT
 

Recommended equipment includes: rock hammers,
chisels, pry-bars, collecting boxes, packing material
(newspaper is good), hand cart, etc. Nothing fancy.
It's a good idea to spray paint your equipment a nice
bright color so you can find it easily after it's buried

under tailings.

If you find equipment lying
around that's not yours,
chances are i t’s  Bill
Stephens’.

CONTACT
 

Primary contact is 
Bill Kochanov 
( w k o c h a n o v @ p a . g o v )
7 1 7 - 2 3 2 - 3 4 0 7  a n d / o r
secondary Joseph Marchesani
(jmarch06@comcast.net)
609-433-5129.
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Board of Directors Elections 

As part of the annual meeting of the membership of the
corporation held during the Symposium, annual election
of members to the Chapter Board of Directors will be
held. Chapter member Mike Dunton has accepted an
invitation from the Board to stand as a candidate for
election. Incumbents Joseph Marchesani and David
Glick will also be on the ballot. Candidates have
provided the following biographical information.
 

Mike Dunton:  I live in the Poconos.  I write business
software and help manage computer networks for a few
small companies.  As a kid I was an avid rock collector
on our family camping trips out west (back when my
rock books suggested there were only about 50 different
rocks and minerals in the world).  It is only in the past 5
years or so that I got interested again in the hobby.  I am
currently president of the Monroe County Earth Science
Association and a member of the Franklin-Ogdensburg
Mineralogical Society, North Jersey Mineralogical
Society, and the Nittany Mineralogical Society. 
 

Joe Marchesani grew up in Concordville,
Pennsylvania, and sold stream garnets to the local
golfers and their wives for $5 a 35mm film canister
while other kids cut lawns. This led to an interest in
minerals. Joe currently lives in New Jersey and is
employed as a hydrogeologist by the State of New
Jersey. Joe has a bachelor’s in Geology from WCU and
master’s in Environmental Science from NJIT. His
favorite collecting spots are Cornwall, Pennsylvania,
and the Sterling Mine dumps, New Jersey. 
 

Dave Glick has been picking up rocks since age 3,
according to his parents. A mineral collecting  hobby led
to geology degrees, a BS from Virginia Tech and an MS
from Penn State, and 15 years working in coal geology,
sample preparation and computer programming - not
mineralogy. After leaving that job he found more time
for mineral collecting, specializing in Pennsylvania
minerals and fluorescents. He is president and bulletin
editor for Nittany Mineralogical Society. 

 

Visit the FM-PA Facebook page
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-
Mineralogy-Pennsylvania-

Chapter/1174230635931641
 

Members and friends are invited to Like the page,
post, and generally provide a good level of activity.

FM-PA Field Trip to Pickering Valley 

On April 15, FM-PA members visited the
Pickering Valley Golf Club, Chester County,  for
access to the dumps of three old lead mines on the
property.

Mike Dunton provided these photos: digging at
the Brookdale Mine dumps (top), old smokestack
still standing at the Brookdale Mine (above), and
galena recovered there (below). 
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Bill Stephens in his hole

Joe and Dianne at Hiddenite

The Friends of Mineralogy -
Pennsylvania Chapter field trip

to Hiddenite, North Carolina
by Joseph Marchesani

  

    The Friends of Mineralogy - Pennsylvania Chapter
recently hosted a trip to the North Carolina, Hiddenite
Emerald Mining District on July 29th and 30th, 2017. The
Friends of Mineralogy - Pennsylvania Chapter president
Joseph Marchesani and vice president Dianne Soccio
pleasantly arrived Friday July 28th, at about noon.
Already there were Ross Elliot and Bill Stephens. The
sprawling approximately 35- acre property is accessible
by only one point along the Yeller road. A creek with
waterfalls bounds two other sides. Friday found Ross
Elliot (FM-PA prospect) and Bill Stephens diligently
digging a hole into the quartz vein. Little did anyone
know, but the hole would only get bigger and deeper,
with smaller holes popping up about. Hand tools were
only allowed. No power equipment.

Twenty- three mineral collectors from The FM-PA
club, Delaware Mineralogical Society, and FM-Ohio
Chapter arrived to see what this emerald bearing district
would offer. Dreams of striking it rich, paying off
houses, cars and student loans were in everyone’s mind.

Granted, it wasn’t transpiring this spree; but
many useful things were acquired and
cultured of the area, especially of the rutile
which is enriched in the red clays at only
specific intervals. 
 

Bill and Ross hit the main Quartzite
vein, looking for that “big pocket”, and
others decided initially to keep heading back
to see what was deeper in the woods. There
were a couple access roads going back, Mike
Royal, Joe and Dianne chose one and went
back as far as the road was cut, then with a
pair of hand loppers two went a bit further.
Finding a suitable location, all three
preceded into the side wall at different
locations finding a pegmatite rich with
amphiboles and rutile, which unhappily
broke easily as the pegmatite was hammered

out. Around the pegmatite and everywhere else on the
property was this red clay which had weathered down
and into all spaces around the pegmatite and quartzite,
making the going very slow. 
 

Friday, Joe and Dianne simply got the lay of the
land, set up on a spot with the tools, pulled down some
loose soils and pegmatite and left about 3 p.m. before
the rains came and made even a 4-wheel drive useless in
the red clay parking area. Mike Royal was set up on the
wall and had already found himself two feet into the
rock. They would come back and start big Saturday
morning with the other club members. 
 

Camping was at the Hiddenite Family campground,
the hosts were kind, friendly and helpful. They provided
electric (which was used for air mattress, fan and to charge
cell phones) and water at the site for an economical treat.

And did it thunderstorm Friday night, at least an inch,
maybe more! Saturday morning, everyone had arrived
at the dig. We all went to find our spots. Joe and
Dianne went to see what the rains had cleared up on all
that pegmatite that we had pulled out, and found that
the red clay simply got onto everything. Nothing was
washed clear not did anything “sparkle”. They dug
into the side wall, but after a few hours were not more
than a couple feet in and maybe four-foot-high and
nothing but red clay and hard pegmatite without any
voids. Dianne and Joe then decided to terminate the
“deep woods location” and went back to attack the
quartzite near Bills hole. Mike Royal terminated his
side wall hole and proceeded to look for rutile. Ross
terminated working on Bill’s hole, preferring to sieve
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Quartz crystals from the gas pocket

for rutile within the red clay, as many, many others did.
Other people started holes along what was thought to be
the attitude of the quartz vein.

 

Opening up a hole adjacent to Bill, Joe and Dianne
did find a gas pocket late Saturday with a couple large
clear quartz crystals. See the picture.  Besides the rutile, it
was one of the best finds on the trip. Unfortunately, many
people left Saturday night/ Sunday morning due to the
dreary prospects. It was simply very hard work with only
hand tools. Others, about six of us, went back Sunday for
another beating, and prospected a few other locations with
negative luck. After Sunday dinner at the Yellow Deli, the
local banqueting abode with superb wood craftsmanship,
it was back to the campground for a quick powernap then
a few libations and much “bench prospecting”, and talk of
the one that got away. A good night’s sleep Sunday left us
well rested for the Monday trip back. Construction and
traffic issues between Washington and Baltimore had some
taking the back way around Harpers Ferry, for a relaxing
and timely safe return
 

The FM-PA Chapter thanks the following attendees for
the trip, procuring and donating a meager
$20/person/day, or $625+ to the land owner/ lessee of
the property for their generosity:
 

Jim and Barbara DiSebastioni
Marc Sigouin
Leo Rhodes (2 days)
Kim and Madeline Yepremian
Lyle Peterson
Kathy and Mike Fox
Tom Pankratz and family
Willard and Jason Barrowclough
Norm Lincoln (2 days)
Sherri Matis-Mitchell and Kenny
Dave Fordyce (3 days)
Mike Royal (4 days)
Ross Elliot (4 days)
Bill Stephens (6 days)
Dianne Soccio (2 days)
Joseph Marchesani (2 days) 

40 years ago in the 
FM-PA Chapter Newsletter

In the Fall 1977 edition, the Chapter was preparing for
its annual symposium, to be held at West Chester State
College. The registration fee for FM members was
$2.50. Friday evening was to be a workshop on simple
chemical identification of minerals. Five speakers were
scheduled for Saturday, and a tour of the Academy of
Science, Philadelphia, for Sunday.

The Chapter had just received its tax-exempt status from
the IRS, and had 69 members in good standing. The
Mineralogy of Pennsylvania, 1965-1975, was in the
final stages of publication

Dr. Allen Heyl provided a 1977 article on “Chromian
dravite, a new variety of tourmaline from the Line Pit
(Lows Mine) in Pennsylvania and Maryland,” by Allen
V. Heyl, Eugene E. Foord and M.L. Heyl of U.S.
Geological Survey, Denver [with no indication of where
it might be or might have been published]. In 1951,
acicular green tourmalines in massive sheared chromite
were collected at the Line Pit chrome mine. That
location was described as 3/4 mile northwest of Rock
Springs, Maryland, which places it about one mile west
of Penn/MD Materials Quarry, site of our 2017
Symposium field trip. “The prismatic crystals are from
.1 to 1 cm long and .5 to 2 mm wide... Some of the
tourmaline crystals are well terminated with
rhombohedrons.” Optical properties and x-ray powder
diffraction data all matched dravite. Chromium content
of 2.6 to 5.4 % Cr2O3 was much higher than the < 1% of
most dravite, but similar to the 2.61 to 5.29 % of dravite
from the Etchison chrome mine in central Maryland, “in
the same Maryland-Pennsylvania chromite belt.” It was
concluded that “the two tourmalines are both chromian
dravites of remarkably similar composition with the
chromium probably substituting for the magnesium
rather than for the aluminum” and that further samples
should be sought in the area, including at the Cedar Hill
quarry. Other chromian species from the area were also
discussed.

That Newsletter back issue and others can be
f o u n d  o n  o u r  C h a p t e r  w e b  s i t e ,
http://www.rasloto.com/FM/, thanks to the efforts of
Ron Sloto.
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BARITE FROM THE 

PERKIOMEN MINE IN THE 

CHARLES WHEATLEY COLLECTION

Ronald A. Sloto, P.G.  

West Chester University

The precise date that lead ore was discovered
on the Mill Grove property in Audubon,
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, has not
been firmly established. Several versions of
the ore discovery exist. A lead mine on the
property was noted in Philadelphia and New
York newspapers in 1804; the mine was only
about 12 deep at that time. In 1820, over 100
tons of lead ore were extracted from the mine
by miners who had emigrated from England.
As the mines became deeper, the quantity of
lead ore decreased, and the quantity of
copper ore increased. In the 1820s, a number
of shafts were sunk to mine copper ore. Little
mining was done between about 1830 and
1848.

The mines in Audubon had a second life as
copper mines. In January 1848, the
Perkiomen Mining Association was formed
for the purpose of mining copper ore.  By the
end of 1849, they had sent 1,400 tons of
copper ore to market. The Ecton
Consolidated Mining Company was active at
the same time. 

Charles Moore Wheatley was appointed
manager of the Ecton Consolidated Mining
Company in 1848 or 1849. In 1851, a new
corporation, the Perkiomen Consolidated
Mining Company, bought out both the
Perkiomen Mining Association and the Ecton
Consolidated Mining Company. Wheatley
continued as manager of the new company.
While managing the Perkiomen mines,

Wheatley explored the surrounding area for
lead and copper ore. Across the Schuylkill
River in Chester County, Wheatley found a
rich lead vein on the John Williams farm. In
the spring of 1850, he leased 46 acres of the
Williams farm and formed his own mining
company. In January 1852, Wheatley
resigned as manager of the Perkiomen mines
to work full-time at his own mine. The
Perkiomen mines closed in 1858. 

Charles Wheatley was an avid mineral
collector and assembled a large collection of
6,000 specimens. In January 1858,
Wheatley’s mineral and shell collections
were purchased by Edward C. Delavan, who
donated them to Union College in
Schenectady, N.Y., where they are
preserved. The Wheatley collection contains
several impressive barite crystal groups from
the Perkiomen mine. Six of them are pictured
below. Wheatley likely collected or obtained
them when he was the mine manager. 

The author thanks Union College for access
to the Wheatley collection and permission to
photograph specimens and Dr. George H.
Shaw of the Union College Geology
Department for his assistance with the
collection.
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From the Editor
David Glick

THANK YOU to everyone who has been providing material
for the Newsletter!  Everyone else - join the fun!  Please
provide materials for the next issue by Dec. 10, 2017.
Feel free to contact me at xidg@verizon.net, or 814-237-
1094 days and evenings.  Mail can be sent to 209 Spring
Lea Dr., State College PA 16801.
    

Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy, collecting or
collectors are invited for this newsletter: articles, long or
short; announcements from FM-PA committees;
photographs of specimens, field localities, collections, etc.;
reports on publications about PA minerals or by PA
authors, or actual book reviews; or other items within the
mineralogy and mineral collecting areas of interest.
Photographs should be of good resolution (at least 1000
pixels across) without much JPEG compression, so that
they will look good in print.  Please provide captions
including photographers’ names.
 

We are producing four issues each year; your material
is needed to make them worthwhile!  If you know
people who have interesting material, please encourage
them to submit it. 
 

 

DONATIONS WELCOMED
The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization;
donations are gratefully accepted and may be deducted
from your federal income tax.  Donations of any size help
to offset the general operating costs of the Society,
helping to keep dues low.
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
See  www.mineralevents.com  for more 

  

Sept. 23-24, 2017: Franklin - Sterling Hill Mineral, Gem
& Jewelry Show, by FOMS & Franklin Min’l Museum.
Littell Commun. Ctr, 10 Munsonhurst Rd #12, Franklin
NJ 07416
  

October 7, 2017: Autumn Mineralfest by PESA,
Macungie, PA 18062. Sat. only 8:30 -3:00.
http://www.mineralfest.com/
  

October 21-22, 2017: EFMLS Convention & Show,
Bristol, Connecticut. EFMLS meeting Friday October 20.
  

October 28, 2017: South Penn Rock Swap, by Central
Penn. & Franklin County Rock & Mineral Clubs.  South
Mountain Fairgrounds, west of Arendtsville, PA on
Route 234. Contact: tsmith1012@comcast.net
  

Nov. 4-5, 2017: Friends of Mineralogy - Pennsylvania
Chapter Symposium and Field Trip. Saturday Sym-
posium at Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa.
Sunday field trip Penn/MD Quarry, Peach Bottom PA.

Classifieds
 

FOR SALE:  I am preparing to sell a large percentage of
my worldwide collection and thousands of Pennsylvania
specimens, many self collected and old classics. There’s
plenty of variety, and plenty for different levels of
collector interest.  Anyone interested should call to set up
an appointment.   Thanks,
 Skip Colflesh, Hershey, PA

phone  717-805-2027
  

 

FM on the WWW
Please explore the FM-PA web site at 

www.rasloto.com/FM/

and facebook: Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter 

National News
The Bulletin of Friends of Mineralogy, links to other
chapters, and much more can be found on their web
site: 

www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
 

OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS members
  

President Joe Marchesani Jmarch06@comcast.net (609) 433-5129
Vice President Dianne Soccio dianne.soccio@gmail.com (302) 388-6720
Treasurer Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Secretary David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094  

William Kochanov wkochanov@pa.gov (717) 702-2033 M—F, 8-4
Bill Stephens bstephens@stephensenv.com (302) 286-0406

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
  

Membership Chair Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Symposium Chair 
Field Trip Chair 
Web Manager Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Newsletter Editor  David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
Grants Chairman David Saja   dsajas1984@gmail.com (216) 231-4600 x3229

   Curator, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
  
 

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Web Site:     http://www.rasloto.com/FM


