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Symposium and Field Trip
November 3-4, 2018

  

The Friends of Mineralogy – Pennsylvania Chapter
will once again hold its annual Symposium and field trip
on the first weekend in November. The Saturday
symposium will be held in the Hackman Physical
Sciences Building at Franklin & Marshall College,
Lancaster, PA; our Chapter is grateful to have access to
the facilities there. The location of the Sunday field trip
(for Symposium registrants only) will be announced later.

Some presentations are already set, but more are
needed for a full program. Can you make a
presentation? Pennsylvania topics are preferred but not
required.  A $100 honorarium is available for each full-
length (approximately 40 minutes, plus 10 minutes for
questions) presentation. The Chapter may be able to
arrange for assistance with photographing minerals and
with creating a Powerpoint presentation. An abstract
should be submitted for the Board’s consideration;
contact Joe Marchesani (see page 4) - the sooner the
better. To summarize:.

We pay cash for your illustrated
Symposium presentations on mineral
collecting, historical mining, classic
mineral localities, and related themes. 
 

Editor’s Note
I apologize for stretching this “Spring” issue

until August. We will have the summer issue out
during summer to get back on schedule. Please
provide any materials for that issue by August 20 (see
page 4).

John “Pen” Ambler 
1936 - 2018

 

 We are deeply saddened to report that our friend,
avid mineral collector and FM-PA member John “Pen”
Ambler died on January 14, 2018, at age 81. Our next
issue will include an illustrated memorial article. If you
have any Pen Ambler stories or other materials to
contribute, please contact the Editor (see page 4)

CHAPTER BUSINESS NEWS

EMAIL ADDRESSES NEEDED
from Joseph Marchesani, President FM-PA

If members don't stay current, they fall off mailing
lists and out of touch with current events. Sometimes it
takes a few weeks to months getting back on the
circulated lists after re-instatement. Anyhow, for the
$15-$25 annual dues, it is well worth it to stay current.
It is easiest to renew at the November symposium for the
following year. Many people choose this option. For
those who don't, dues are payable January 1st. And since
this falls in what we refer to as the holiday season, some
of those people usually forget.

We try to reach out to members about missing
renewals, and understand that it is an oversight, but this
is time consuming for FM-PA board members; some are
not home, say about 70 hours a week. 

Email is the preferred method for FM-PA to contact
its members. If you don't have an email address, try to
get one. "Gmail" is popular. 

Please keep the Chapter records up-to-date by
reporting new e-mail addresses to Membership Chair
Dianne Soccio (see page 4).

Soon, email may be replaced by texting.  

Board of Directors News

The Chapter Board of Directors met on June 23 to
review plans for the Symposium, with the theme of
Pennsylvania Mineralogy and Geology.  Our usual
venue at F&M is set. During and since the meeting,
several talks  have been planned, but a few more are still
needed (see article, above left).    Continued on page 2
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Board of Directors  continued

Ongoing items of interest from the Board include:

Our Chapter now has a Family Membership
category with the fee set at $25 per year.  This is now
included in our membership application, available at
http://www.rasloto.com/FM/.

Anyone knowing of old localities that might be
productive for field trips is asked to contact Joe
Marchesani (see page 4).

It’s never too early to plan for our annual
symposium.  If you could give a presentation on
Pennsylvania mines or minerals, or a related topic of
interest to our Chapter, or know of someone who might,
please see the article on page 1, and contact Joe
Marchesani (see page 4).

Geologic  Guidebooks  Database

    From American Geosciences Institute’s (AGI) web
site:  “The Geologic Guidebooks of North America
Database consists of references to geologic field trip
guidebooks of North America (United States, Canada,
Mexico).”  There are various browsing and search
options; advanced search allows filtering by state or
region. See
http://guidebooks.americangeosciences.org/vufind/

110 Years Ago in
The Mineral Collector

The April 1908 issue reports on the Philadelphia
Mineralogical Club meeting of March 10. “As subject of
the evening, Mr. Moriz Bernstein described the new
Walnut Lane bridge over the Wissahickon Creek... The
bridge is built entirely of concrete and is the largest
structure of its kind in the world.”

The May 1908 issue lists that Club’s Spring Trips,
including:

April 12th- Avondale and Lewis’ Paper Mill,
Delaware County, Pa. Meet at Darby, 9 a.m. Total
expenses about 30 cents.

May 17th- Phoenixville, Chester County, Pa. Meet
at 31st St and Girard Ave. Trains leave Reading
Terminal 7:06 and 9 a.m. Total expenses $1.08.

Bulletin of FM

The Bulletin of Friends of Mineralogy, FM’s
national newsletter, can be found at 
http://www.friendsofmineralogy.org/newsletters/
The first two issues of 2018 are available now.

Of particular interest in issue 1, pages 12-15, is a
1981 article by John Sinkankas, “submitted to the MSA
- FM Symposium on Mineralogy of Pegmatites, Tucson,
Arizona, February 15 - 16, 1981” which was not widely
distributed. It is ALPINE-TYPE BERYL-EMERALD
DEPOSITS NEAR HIDDENITE, NORTH CAROLINA 
by John Sinkankas, San Diego, California 

Issue 2 includes reports on the FM meetings,
displays, and several awards at Tucson in February.  A
new topic is described on pages 9-11: “BlueCap
Productions is starting a new initiative to create a
mineral-based series of podcasts entitled ‘Breakfast with
Minerals.’ The purpose of these podcasts will be to
educate the public and inform the mineral community
about minerals, collect mining and collecting stories and
eb a catalyst for further discussions.” A further
expansion proposes to collect funds to provide audio
recording kits for FM chapters to record their events and
collect oral mineral collecting histories.

New Articles on Axis online

Mineralogical Record’s peer-reviewed, online-only
journal Axis has new articles since our last report. 
See  http://www.minrec.org/journal.asp for:

 James R. Gregory Labels List, 1873          7/7/2018

James R. Gregory Labels, 1873 Courtesy of Hugh
Grenfell            7/1/2018

Specimens Stolen from the Fallbrook Museum 
9/26/2017

The Calumet & Hecla Mining Company
Semi-Centennial Employee Service Medals of 1916: A
Personal View by William A. N. Severance 

8/28/2017

The Kay Robertson Collection by Thomas P. Moore 
4/6/2017
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Dr. Pete Dunn.  Photo from Celebration of
Life notice, Sterling Hill Mining Museum.

Figure 3

Petedunnite (green; a zinc clinopyroxene) with
willemite, calcite from the type locality - Buckwheat
Dump, Franklin NJ.  Mike Dunton photo. 

Pete Dunn: Mineralogist and Author
1942-2017

It is with great sadness that I report the passing of
Dr. Pete J. Dunn on November 8, 2017, two days short
of his 75th birthday. Pete was a museum specialist and
mineralogist in the Smithsonian’s Department of
Mineral Sciences from 1972 until he retired in January,
2008. Prior to his arrival at the Museum of Natural
History, he was a curator in the Geology Department at
Boston University and he served in the United States
Air Force. He completed his Masters degree in
mineralogy at Boston University and his Ph.D. in
mineralogy/geology from the University of Delaware.
During his time at the Smithsonian, Pete was
internationally recognized for his research on the
mineral collection that resulted in descriptions of 134
new minerals. He had a particular passion for the
complicated and fascinating geology and mineralogy of
the Franklin-Sterling Hill mining district in New Jersey,
publishing more than 70 scientific papers and a nine
volume monograph that are among the definitive
scientific works for that locality for researchers,
collectors and the public. In addition to his prolific
research activities, Pete was the United States
representative to the International Commission on New
Minerals and Mineral Names for over two decades, and
was associate editors for American Mineralogist,
Mineralogical Record and Neues Jahrbuch fűr
Mineralogie. Pete retired in January 2008 and
immediately returned to the Museum as an Information
Desk volunteer. He said that after so many years
working behind the scenes, he wanted a chance to
finally meet our visitors. He loved it, and rarely missed
a day. My last conversation with Pete was at the visitor
desk on the Friday before he died. Pete served as
scientist and volunteer in the Museum of Natural
History for 45 years. He was fascinated by minerals and
thoroughly enjoyed helping lost museum visitors, but
perhaps more than anything, he loved a good joke -
always carrying in his shirt pocket index cards with
punchlines to his favorites. His joyful, and very loud,
laughter is now just a memory, but his many
contributions to mineralogy and the Museum are forever
part of a rich legacy. 

   Sincerely, 
   Jeffrey E. Post, Ph.D. 
   Chairman, Department of Mineral Sciences 
   Curator, National Gem and Mineral Collection 
   Smithsonian Institution

More...

A Celebration of Life was
held at Sterling Hill Min-
ing Museum, May 19.

Mike Dunton reports:
Pete Dunn had requested
that a ginkgo tree (a
"living fossil") be
planted at Sterling Hill
and his ashes spread
around it. The tree was
planted in the "fill
quarry" opposite the
fluorescent wall. The
plaque will ultimately be
affixed to the rock wall
behind the tree.

See other remembrances on the MinDat message board  
https://www.mindat.org/forum.php?read,6,423949,424105

Ginkgo tree planting and
plaque. Mike Dunton photos.
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From the Editor
David Glick

THANK YOU to everyone who has been providing material for
the Newsletter!  Everyone else - join the fun!  Please provide
materials for the next issue by August 20, 2018.  Feel free to
contact me at xidg@verizon.net, or 814-237-1094 days and
evenings.  Mail can be sent to 209 Spring Lea Dr., State
College PA 16801.

   Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy, collecting or
collectors are invited for this newsletter: articles, long or short;
announcements from FM-PA committees; photographs of
specimens, field localities, collections, etc.; reports on
publications about PA minerals or by PA authors, or actual
book reviews; or other items within the mineralogy and
mineral collecting areas of interest.  Photographs should be of
good resolution (at least 1000 pixels across) without much
JPEG compression, so that they will look good in print. 
Please provide captions including photographers’ names.

 We are producing four issues each year; your material is
needed to make them worthwhile!  If you know people
who have interesting material, please encourage them to
submit it.

Visit the FM-PA Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Mineralogy-

Pennsylvania-Chapter/1174230635931641

 Members and friends are invited to Like the page, post, and
generally provide a good level of activity.

UPCOMING EVENTS
See  www.mineralevents.com  for more 

Sept. 15-16, 2018: Annual Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show
by: Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club.
New location: Harrisburg Consistory (2701 North 3rd
Street) Harrisburg PA 17110     Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5
http://www.rockandmineral.org/annual%20show.html 

Sept. 29-30: Franklin-Sterling Hill Gem & Mineral Show.
Littell Center, 10 Munsonhurst Road #12, Franklin NJ
07416 Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4.
http://spmom3.wixsite.com/franklin-gem-mineral

October 6, 2018: Autumn Mineralfest, by PA Earth Sci.
Ass’n. Macungie Mem. Park, Poplar St., Macungie, PA.
One hundred tables overloaded with minerals, fossils,
gems, jewelry, crystals and geodes from six continents -
and possibly from outer space.  Sat. only, 8:30-3.  
www.mineralfest.com

Nov. 3-4, 2018: Friends of Mineralogy - PA Chapter
Symposium: Pennsylvania Mineralogy and Geology.
Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster PA.
 

DONATIONS WELCOMED

The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization; donations are gratefully accepted and may
be deducted from your federal income tax.  Donations
of any size help to offset the general operating costs of
the Society, helping to keep dues low.

FM on the WWW
Please explore the FM-PA web site at 

www.rasloto.com/FM/

National News
The Bulletin of Friends of Mineralogy, links to
other chapters, and much more can be found on
their web site:   www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS members
  

President Joe Marchesani Jmarch06@comcast.net (609) 433-5129
Vice President Dianne Soccio dianne.soccio@gmail.com (302) 388-6720
Treasurer Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Secretary David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094  

Mike Dunton pocono1mike@yahoo.com (570) 629-1246
William Kochanov wkochanov@pa.gov (717) 702-2033 M—F, 8-4
Bill Stephens bstephens@stephensenv.com (302) 286-0406

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
  

Membership Chair Dianne Soccio dianne.soccio@gmail.com (302) 388-6720
Symposium Chair 
Field Trip Chair Tom Pankratz TjPankratz@verizon.net
Web Manager Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Newsletter Editor  David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
Grants Chairman David Saja   dsajas1984@gmail.com (216) 231-4600 x3229

   Curator, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Web Site:     http://www.rasloto.com/FM




