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Symposium on Pennsylvania 
Mining and Mineralogy

  

Mineral Collecting Enthusiasts 
Meet and Learn

 

Saturday, November 3, 9 - 4
Franklin and Marshall College, 

Lancaster, PA
 

Field Trip November 4, 9 - 1
 

Please Join Us!
Register in Advance or at the Door

 

The Friends of Mineralogy – Pennsylvania Chapter will
hold our 2018 Symposium and field trip on the first
weekend in November. Mineral collectors in attendance
on Saturday will meet in the Hackman Physical Sciences
Building at Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster,
PA., to hear several talks by experts on minerals,
geology and mining in Pennsylvania and beyond.  Doors
open for registration by 8:30 a.m., but anyone wishing
to help set up may arrive as early as 7:00. On Sunday,
a field trip for those registered for the symposium will
provide an opportunity for mineral collecting (please
register by Saturday Nov. 3).
 

These presentations are scheduled so far: 
 

James Van Fleet: Fluorescent Minerals of Pennsylvania
  

Ronald A. Sloto, PG: The Perkiomen-Ecton Lead-
Copper Mines, Audubon, Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania
 

Stan Mertzman, PhD: What a Spring for Volcano
Lovers: Kilauea in Hawaii and Volcán Fuego in
Guatemala: A Study in Contrasts  
 
Other possibilities are being developed, including:

The Vaux Collection at Bryn Mawr College

The Hogg Mine 2018 Machine Dig

All interested mineral collectors are invited to
register and attend.   

 OFFICIAL NOTICE: Annual Meeting and

                   Elections on November 3

     The November 3rd symposium will include a brief
Annual Meeting of the Membership, in accordance
with our bylaws. William Kochanov, Ron Sloto, Dianne
Soccio, and Bill Stephens will be on the ballot for re-
election to the Board of Directors.
 

 

As usual, select mineral dealers have been invited, and
there will be a silent auction, give-away table,
refreshments, and plenty of opportunities for visiting with
fellow enthusiasts.  Professional geologists can receive
professional development hours for lecture attendance. 
Lunch is available at restaurants within walking distance. 
Please see the web site http://www.rasloto.com/FM/ for
details, updates, and the registration form.  
 

The mineral collecting field trip on Sunday is planned
for H&K Group’s Penn/MD Quarry, Peach Bottom, PA,
which has now expanded operations into Maryland. The
trip is open only to symposium registrants (please
register by Saturday Nov. 3).  Safety equipment will be
required; watch for details. 
 

Registration:  $15 per person for current FM-Pa
members; $25 for non-members, free for students with
student ID. Please register in advance or at the door; a
form is available on the web site.

 Donations of specimens, books, collecting equipment,
etc., for the silent auction and giveaway table are
greatly appreciated.  The silent auction covers a
significant portion of the symposium’s expenses and
helps keep registration costs low.      

                                    

The web site will have any updates and a
registration form:
           http://www.rasloto.com/FM/ 
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Pyromorphite, Wheatley Mines, Phoenixville Mining
District, Schuylkill Township, Chester County,
Pennsylvania, USA.    3.9 x 2.9 x 2.4 cm. Ex. Dr. Gary
Hansen Collection. Photo by Rob Lavinsky, iRocks.com CC-
BY-SA-3.0  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0

Smoky Quartz with Amazonite, Crystal Peak area, Park
and Teller Cos., Colorado, USA. 8.2 x 7 x 6.2 cm. Photo by
R o b  L a v i n s k y ,  i R o c k s . c o m  C C - B Y - S A - 3 . 0 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0

Pennsylvania Geology Magazine

The first two 2018 issues of Pennsylvania Geology
magazine from the Bureau of Topographic and Geologic
Survey are available via the list of issues at
http://docs.dcnr.pa.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/d
ocument/dcnr_20033210.pdf
 

The Spring 2018 issue (vol. 48 no. 1) includes a
mineralogy article on pages 22 -23:  So Much for
Conventional Wisdom in Mineralogy — Hercynite
Spinel? Inclusions in Corundum from Shimersville,
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, by Robert C. Smith, II,
and John H. Barnes, Pennsylvania Geological Survey,
retired, and Joe A. Dague, Chambersburg, Pa. It reports
that all of the “common millimeter-sized dark inclusions
in corundum crystals” from Shimersville which were
analyzed were rutile, not spinel. All of those examined
optically also had the characteristics of rutile. 
 

The featured article in that issue is Geology of the
Mid-Nineteenth-Century Solferino (Italy) and
Gettysburg (Pennsylvania) Battlefields—Similarities,
Differences, and Possible Influences, by Roger J.
Cuffey, The Pennsylvania State University.
 

The Summer 2018 issue (vol. 48 no. 2)  includes
the featured article  Reflections on Petalodus, a
Common Late Paleozoic “Shark” Tooth Found in
Western Pennsylvania’s Rocks, by John A. Harper,
Pennsylvania Geological Survey (retired) and Carnegie
Museum of Natural History.

Bulletin of FM
   The Bulletin of Friends of Mineralogy, FM’s

national newsletter, can be found at 

http://www.friendsofmineralogy.org/newsletters/

The third issue of 2018 is available now.  It
presents biographical data for six candidates for the four
positions on The Friends of Mineralogy National Board
of Directors. The ballot will be in the next edition. 
There are reports from several chapters.  President Mark
Jacobson describes a busy season of collecting and
events in Colorado, some of which are available online
(see next article). 

 

FM - Colorado Chapter 
Videos and Publications

from Denver Gem and Mineral Guild,
http://denvergem.org/News.html

via Lake George Gem & Mineral Club Newsletter
 

Worth noting: the Program, Abstracts, and Field
Trip Guides, for the recent Aug. 4-5, 2018 symposium,
“Minerals from the Metallic Ore Deposits of the
American Southwest” are available for free download at
the Friends of Mineralogy, Colorado Chapter, website,
at http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/mmodas/ .
Video recordings of the oral presentations will also be
available soon at the CSM Library website. Likewise,
both the abstracts and field guides and video recordings
of most presentations from last year’s symposium, "Gold
and Silver Deposits in Colorado" (July 20-24, 2017) are
available for free viewing and download online via the
Colorado School of Mines Library website, at
https://dspace.library.colostate.edu/handle/11124/172170 .
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Ralph
Thomas

from 
Eric Brosius

W i t h  g r e a t
sadness, I was just
informed of the
passing this day,
September 10, 2018
around 3:00 p.m., of
Mineral Collecting
Icon Ralph Thomas. Ralph was known throughout the
mineral world from fluorescents to micromounts.  He will
be greatly missed. 
 

Rock Chatter’s 50th Anniversary Edition, dedicated
to Ralph Thomas, describes some of his history: One
thing that stands out about Ralph and the 50 years of our
club's existence is the lack of self promotion of this
humble man... Over the years Ralph has served as
President, Vice President, Program Chairman, Field Trip
Chairman, Activities Chairman, Publicity Chairman,
Membership Chairman, Temporary Newsletter Editor,
Temporary Treasurer and Show Committee Chairman. In
1972 he was elected as the Program Chairman and has
held that office officially or behind the scenes for most of
the club's 50 years of existence... His accomplishments on
behalf of the club have been legendary...
 

The contacts Ralph has made, including famous
mineralogists and collectors, have directed his passion
towards two specialties micromounting and fluorescent
minerals. He was instrumental in initiating the club's
"Micromineral Study Group" which led to the formation
of the club's first micromount Swap-& Sell. Eventually
this evolved into the club's "Micromount Symposium" in
1976 that Ralph organized along with fellow member Bob
Cox. In 2018 this show will celebrate its 42nd year
through the Leidy Microscopical Society... In 1989, he
organized the club's first fluorescent mineral show
"ULTRAVIOLATION" devoted exclusively to minerals
that glow! This show is known nationally for this unique
aspect and earned Ralph the official title "Glow Father".
At the age of 92 he recently participated in
"ULTRAVIOLATION 2017" the 28th year of this
glowing event.  
 

When it comes to promoting the mineral collecting hobby
to the general public Ralph unselfishly volunteers to give
talks to school groups, scouts, other clubs and 
organizations, even museums...  Ralph has written
numerous articles and conducted various programs
throughout his years with the club.  

 I have printed the following statement by Ralph Thomas
and his ongoing endeavor to get people involved with
mineral collecting. The following excerpt was taken
from Ralph's President's Message to the club in
February 1986.  It was appropriate back then and is
even more so today. 
- Eric Brosius,  Editor, Rock and Mineral Club of
Lower Bucks County’s Rock Chatter
 

By Ralph Thomas: 
It has always been a mystery to me why there are not

more people, young or old, interested in the mineral
hobby, and that includes fossils, lapidary and gemstones.
Maybe I am biased but I don't think there is any
comparison with stamp, coin, match cover, beer can or
any other type of collecting. With minerals there is one
and only one kind - there are no two specimens alike. The
hobby takes you out-of-doors, it is inexpensive, and is
scientific because you are dealing with nature.

Lee 
Tori 

1928-2018

Leander P. Tori, Jr. of
Holicong passed away
April 20, 2018, at age 89.
An obituary is available
at 
https://www.legacy.com
/obituaries/name/by/tori
/leander

Although not an FM-
Pa member, Lee was a very active member of the
Philadelphia Mineralogical Society, the Rock and
Mineral Club of Lower Bucks County, as well as the
Leidy Microscopical Society of Philadelphia.  He also
served as a contact between those and many other clubs. 
Lee is survived by his wife of 61 years, Marilyn;
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

 

Visit the FM-PA Facebook page
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Mineralogy-
Pennsylvania-Chapter/1174230635931641

 

Members and friends are invited to Like the page, post, and
generally provide a good level of activity.
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Pen breaking boulders to find ruizite, Cornwall PA, summer
2008.  Photo courtesy of Trish Ambler.

Pen testifying at the State Capitol, 1993, in favor of naming celestine Pennsylvania’s state mineral. 
Photo courtesy of Trish Ambler.

John “Pen”
Ambler 

1936 - 2018
  

by David Glick
 

We are deeply saddened to report that
our friend, avid mineral collector and FM-
PA member John “Pen” Ambler died on
January 14, 2018, at age 81.  He is
survived by his wife of 36 years, Trish,
four step-children, fourteen grandchildren,
and his brother Tom. An obituary is
available at www.sorgefuneralhome.com
  

Pen was born January 28, 1936, in
Williamsport. The obituary states, “Pen was a graduate
of Mt. Lebanon High School, class of 1953; and Grove
City College with a Bachelors of Science degree in
Education.  He retired with 18 years of service from the
Blair County Office of Mental Health and Retardation;
was self-employed with The Shepards Guide; prior to
that he worked on survey corps with RMB Engineers in
northern Indiana.  He had been a teacher in Michigan
City, IN; and he also worked for the Department of
Public Assistance.”  He was gratified that younger
members of his family also followed a career in social
services.  Pen would want us to remember that his faith
was central to his life. He attended Center City Church,
Altoona, as well as First United Methodist Church,
Hollidaysburg.
 

Pen founded the Blair County Rock and Mineral
Club while living and collecting in the Altoona area. He
then lived in the Harrisburg area for many years; he was
close to many of the most interesting mineral collecting
areas of Pennsylvania, and was active in Friends of
Mineralogy - Pennsylvania Chapter (first known as
Region 3).  The Fall 1973 issue of the Chapter’s

newsletter contains an article on “Multi-
colored fluorite at New Paris,” by
professionals Robert C. Smith II and John
H. Way Jr, which concludes, “Mr. Pen
Ambler of Hollidaysburg brought this
locality to our attention.  It is through help
such as his that we can better understand
the geology of the Commonwealth.” Pen
moved back to Blair County about seven
years ago, renewing acquaintances and
collecting activities there, while continuing
to collect in southeastern Pennsylvania.
 

He also bought collections from
others, so a large amount of material
passed through his hands over the years. 

He donated significant numbers of specimens to Nittany
Mineralogical Society, Delaware Mineralogical Society,
and others.

Pen enjoyed the camaraderie of collecting and was
enthusiastic in helping collectors who were new to the
hobby or new to a collecting site, regardless of age. At

his funeral, his grandchildren
related how they looked
forward to being old enough to
receive a starting mineral
collection as a gift from Pen. He
was active in the community;
the Facebook page of Fort
Roberdeau, the Revolutionary
War lead mine site near
Altoona, states, “Volunteering
at the Fort, Pen shared his
knowledge and passion for
geology, the sinkhole and the
lead mines with school groups.



5                                                                FM-PA  NEWSLETTER   VOL. 46, NO. 1          SUMMER  2018

December 2004 FM-Pa Board meeting. Left to right: Fred Stohl, John Ebner, George
Rambo (behind John), Sue McInnis (standing), Pen Ambler, Arnold Mogel, Juliet
Reed, Doug Rambo. Photo by Heyward Wharton, courtesy of Doug Rambo.

Pen (top right), Jay Lininger (next to Pen) and other collectors, date unknown.
Photo courtesy of Trish Ambler.

Purple and green fluorite collected in
1973, New Paris, PA. 16 cm. D. Glick
collection, ex-Pen Ambler, ex-Ed
Carper.           D. Glick photo.

Pen encouraged his grandson, Aaron
Kuhn, to do his Eagle Scout project at
Fort Roberdeau. The project included
benches along the walking trail and
five interpretive panels. Pen
researched background information
and located images for the panel
installed at the sinkhole. This panel
will educate Fort visitors about local
geology for years to come.”       



Right: Some specimens brought by the family
to Pen’s funeral service.  Note celestine from
Meckley’s Quarry, lower left.   E. Echler photo.
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From the Editor

David Glick
 

We are getting closer to being back on schedule;
thank you for your patience.

THANK YOU to everyone who has been providing
material for the Newsletter!  Everyone else - join the fun! 
Feel free to contact me at xidg@verizon.net, or 814-237-
1094 days and evenings.  Mail can be sent to 209 Spring
Lea Dr., State College PA 16801.

 Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy,
collecting or collectors are invited for this newsletter:
articles, long or short; announcements from FM-PA
committees; photographs of specimens, field localities,
collections, etc.; reports on publications about PA
minerals or by PA authors, or actual book reviews; or
other items within the mineralogy and mineral collecting
areas of interest.  Photographs should be of good
resolution (at least 1000 pixels across) without much
JPEG compression, so that they will look good in print. 
Please provide captions including photographers’
names.

       We are producing four issues each year; your
material is needed!  If you know people who have
interesting material, please encourage them to submit it.

DONATIONS WELCOMED
The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization;
donations are gratefully accepted and should qualify for
deduction from your federal income tax.   Donations of
any size help to offset the general operating costs of the
Society, helping to keep dues low.
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
See  www.mineralevents.com  for more 

October 6, 2018: Autumn Mineralfest, by PA Earth Sci.
Ass’n. Macungie Mem. Park, Poplar St., Macungie, PA.
One hundred tables overloaded with minerals, fossils,
gems, jewelry, crystals and geodes from six continents, &
more.  Sat. only, 8:30-3.   www.mineralfest.com

October 27, 2018: Ultraviolation: Fluorescent Minerals from
Around the World, by R&MC of Lower Bucks County PA
& the UV Nomads. First United Methodist Church, 840
Trenton Rd., Fairless Hills PA 19030. Sat. only, 9-4.

October 27, 2018: 27: South Penn Fall Rock and
Mineral SWAP & Sale: South Mountain Fairgrounds,
1.5 miles West of Arendtsville, PA. Sat. only, 8-3.

Nov. 3-4, 2018: FM-Pa Symposium & Field Trip; see p. 1
 

Lapidary Equipment For Sale

 13" vibrating lap; MASTER faceting arm (needs motor);
grinding/buffing arbor; buffing wheels; carbide grinding
wheels; several pounds of 500 carbide grit; slabbing
material (various agates and unidentified material); plate-
glass shelving (8" x 39"); rock collecting hammers and
chisels; grey metal storage cabinet (18"d x 36"w x 78"h);
four wooden specimen storage cabinets ( 27.5"d x 24"w x
36"h), and more. I have posted images of most everything on
a website: sites.google.com/a/case.edu/sajas_stuff/rocks  
Contact me, David Saja, at   dsajas1984@gmail.com      
I have it in storage in Downingtown PA 19335.  

FM on the WWW

Please explore the FM-PA web site at 

www.rasloto.com/FM/    and facebook: 
Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter 

National News
The Bulletin of Friends of Mineralogy, links to
other chapters, and much more can be found on
their web site:  

www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
 

OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS members
  

President Joe Marchesani Jmarch06@comcast.net (609) 433-5129
Vice President Dianne Soccio dianne.soccio@gmail.com (302) 388-6720
Treasurer Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Secretary David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094  

Mike Dunton pocono1mike@yahoo.com (570) 629-1246
William Kochanov wkochanov@pa.gov (717) 702-2033 M—F, 8-4
Bill Stephens bstephens@stephensenv.com (302) 286-0406

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
  

Membership Chair Dianne Soccio dianne.soccio@gmail.com (302) 388-6720
Field Trip Chair Tom Pankratz TjPankratz@verizon.net
Web Manager Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Newsletter Editor  David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
  

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Web Site:     http://www.rasloto.com/FM




