
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Bryn Mawr College Open House 
 

Saturday, March 18 
 

There will be an Open House on Saturday, March 18, to view the 1500 spectacular mineral specimens 
on exhibit in the 29 hall cases and the Mineralogy Lab in the Geology Department at Bryn Mawr 
College.  Visitors are welcome between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., and may bring a lunch to have in the 
Geology Lab, Room 100, where coats may be left.  There is plenty of parking at the entrance from 
Gulph Rd. to the Science Center, which is entered opposite the entrance (turn right from the stairwell 
into Room 100).  More parking may be found down the hill, beyond the exit to Gulph Rd.     
 

Contact Juliet Reed, associate curator of the mineral collections at kgreed@aol.com or 610-388-4148 
for more information, such as a map.    Or see  
 

http://www.brynmawr.edu/Acads/Geo/mineralCollection/mincoll.html 
 

**   Clubs are asked to R.S.V.P. with the number of people who plan to attend. 
 

 

Mineralogical Record Label 
Archive  

6 

The Mineralogical Record Label Archive “is a collection of original, printed mineral specimen labels 
representing mineral collections from all countries during the last two centuries. With the possible 
exception of some of the great museums, it is the largest such collection in the world, with over 13,000 
examples cataloged.”  
 

As described by Wendell E. Wilson & Thomas P. Moore in their article in Axis (Volume 1, No. 10) 
 

Do You Know About Axis? 
 

“Axis is peer-reviewed online-only journal sponsored by the Mineralogical Record, Inc. 
to permit the publication of more articles and papers than can be accommodated by The 
Mineralogical Record magazine. We have subtitled it ‘An Eclectic Journal of 
Mineralogy’ to reflect its wide scope. “  
 

For more information about the Label Archive or Axis take a look at . . .  
http://www.minrec.org/journal.asp   
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President’s Message 

Spring 2006 
 

2006 is here and normally that typically means that cold 
weather is keeping us indoors working on mineral projects that 
are hard to do during the prime of collecting season.  It never 
fails that there is always one more specimen to be catalogued or 
one more box to go through from collecting trips past. The last 
two months around southeast Pennsylvania haven’t yielded 
much in the amounts of snow on the ground, but more than 
likely the wet, rainy conditions have left you with some cabin fever. We’re bringing back the 
calendar of events section of the newsletter and want to encourage you to get out and 
support local mineralogy events near you.  

 
The Board of Directors met back in December to discuss the 2005 Symposium and 

some events for 2006.  At the meeting we talked about what worked and what could be 
improved upon for future meetings.  The Program Chairman, Fred Stohl, indicated that he 
has already been in contact with some potential speakers and he is working on some 
improvements to the way the schedule is laid out. Speaking of the symposium, mark your 
calendars for November 4 & 5, 2006 for the Chapter’s annual meeting.  The theme for 2006 
is going to be “Mines & Minerals”.  If you have any suggestions for potential talks or might 
be interested in giving one at the symposium, please contact Fred or any of the other board 
members to discuss your ideas. 

 
Pen Ambler, our Field Trip Coordinator, is already working  on several  potential  Field 

Trip sites . Arnold Mogel is working to see if we can ease any restrictions imposed by our 
insurance and open up the field trips to more people and regenerate some interest in FM. 

 
Marge Matula, our Membership Chairperson, would like to remind everyone that dues 

for 2006 are due.  If you haven’t sent in your dues here’s a reminder to do so.  The current 
rates for membership are $20.00 for regular members and $15.00 for Seniors and Students.  
Please send your check payable to FM PA Chapter c/o Marge Matula, 1031 Honeysuckle 
Dr, Walnutport, PA 18088-9762. 

 
The Board is going to be discussing more potential activity items at its February 25th 

meeting. Please contact me if you have any issues you feel need to be brought in front of 
the directors and I will place it on our agenda. 

 
 

 
Regards, 
Doug Rambo 
President, 
F.M. PA Chapter, Inc. 
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Classic Eastern Localities 
A Mineralogical Symposium presented by 

the Friends of Mineralogy  
Pennsylvania Chapter Inc. 

November 5-6, 2005 

 
Delaware County Institute of Science 

Media, Pa 
 

ABSTRACTS 
 

“Classic Pegmatite Localities of 
Connecticut” 

 

As an overview of classic and contemporary 
pegmatite localities in Connecticut, the talk will 
cover the geographic locations of these pegmatites, 
some historical information, some of my personal 
memories and experiences collecting at the sites, 
and of course, pictures of the minerals found.  Some 
of the localities that will be discussed include 
Strickland Quarry, Gillette Quarry, Roebling 
Quarry, Walden’s Gem Mine, and more. 

 
“Gap Nickel Mine” 

 

Between 1860 and 1890, from the time of the 
American Civil War to the last decade of the 19th 
century, nickel  production in north America was 
dominated  (even monopolized) by the output of the 
complex of the Gap Nickel mine, south of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania as well as the American 
Nickel Works in Camden, New Jersey.  In some 
years, as much as a third of the world’s nickel 
production was from this industrial complex.  
Mining and smelting took place in Pennsylvania.  A 
high iron matte was shipped to New Jersey for 
pryometallurgical and hydrometallurgical refining.  

The final products were:  nickel metal, copper 
sulfate, and cobalt oxide.  The high purity of the 
nickel was rolled into sheets for marketing, 
primarily for coinage.  Through their undertakings, 
those miners and mine operators experienced all of 
the problems that face mining and Metallurgical 
industries today: declining prices, high labor and 
fuel costs, high transportation costs, fluctuating 
demands and prices, pollution concerns, and foreign 
competition.  Also explained will be the Technical 
and Historic features of the operation. 

 
“History and Mineralogy of the Phoenixville Lead 

Mines” 
 

Charles Wheatley discovered the lead deposit near 
Phoenixville in 18.  He was heavily involved in lead 
mining the area throughout the 1850’s and 1860’s.  
The mines were a viable economic producer when 
the price of lead was high, but were idle when the 
price was low.  The mines produced many world-
class specimens, notably:  Pryomorphite, Anglesite 
and Cerussite. 
 

Maryland Mineral Classics: Present and Future 
 

Although mining had its origins in Maryland, in 
1740, the state is not known, historically, for classic 
localities.   This lecture will focus on Maryland 
historic localities:  Jones Falls, Baltimore; Great 
Falls Mining District; Pastapscoines (type locality 
for Carrollite).  Active mineralogically-significant 
locations such as Hunting Hill, Union Bridge, and 
Medford are all destined to become future Classics.  
These localities have produced significant 
specimens, such as Zeolities, Gold, Calcite, 
Wulfenite, Grossular, Clinozoisite, and Malachite. 
 

Old Delaware County Mineral Localities 
 

This is an oral dissertation on old Delaware County 
collecting sites, the mineral specimens they 
produced, and the classic specimens that now grace 
many collections.  Formations and areas that may 
still be collected, as well as well as those that are no 
longer in existence, will be explained.  
Unfortunately, some of these Classic sites are 
uncollectible due to “progress.” 
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The 2005 Fall Symposium - gone but not forgotten 
 

Putting together a successful Fall Symposium year after 
year is to say the least, no small task.  It involves many 
hours of work from all the members of the board.  The 
Fall 2006 symposium is well underway and I trust it 
will be as well done and enjoyable as last Fall’s 
symposium.  With that said, let me report both on the 
symposium and a very excellent field trip the Sunday 
after.  As your past Treasurer, President and 
Symposium Chair, I seem to get the privilege not only 
to run the Voice Auction but to MC the event as well.  
This has given me great pleasure over the years to meet 
many fine people, our guest speakers, and of course, 
many of our FM membership.  I guess you could say I’ve seen both successful and some not so 
successful Symposiums.  How do we determine what is successful and not successful?  Do we judge 
this by: attendance, quality of the speakers, the subject matter or can it be measured by observing the 
enjoyment of the people attending?  I tend to think it is all of these things.  From where I sit, I believe 

one can pretty much get an idea on the success of the 
event by the groups’ level of discussion at lunch and 
during the breaks between the scheduled events of the 
program.  Even though the attendance was only about 
a third of the active membership, and the field trip was 
even a lesser amount, this year was no small exception.  
Our cast of speakers was top notch (see list) and the 
field trip yielded some great specimens from pockets 
in a Dolomite seam in the quarry.  Many fine examples 
were removed from the quarry.  I have an 8 by 12-inch 
plate of Pink Dolomite removed from the top of one of 
the pockets.  Several large, beer-colored Calcite 

Crystals, up to 2 inches were found.  These were actually found loose on the pocket floor, most likely 
knocked loose by the quarry blasting.  I hoped that we could have had more people on the field trip 
and symposium.  I’m sure you could have all left with top-notch Pennsylvania specimens.  The 
material we collected rivaled anything ever collected at the Ober Binkley - even the material that 
came out in ‘72.  So, as I look to the events planned for 2006, I hope to see you all out there.  Who 
knows what we might find or friends we might 
meet!  See you on the Spring Field Trip - unless 
of course I’m out in Colorado trying to find 
some of those “foreign” mineral specimens.  In 
this newsletter are both my phone number and 
my new email address, along with the other 
officers’ and board members’ Please feel free to 
contact us about FM.  The Board needs your 
input.  Remember it is your organization! 
 
Arnold Mogel     VP F.M. PA Chapter   
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Upcoming Events: 
 

This list of events was amended from the Web 
Page of the American Federation of Mineral 
and Lapidary Societies at 
www.amfed.org/efmls/calendar.htm 

   
March 

11: Rock and Mineral Club of Lower Bucks 
County, Micromount 2006 Fairless Hills, PA  

11-12: North Jersey Mineralogical Society’s 
Clifton Gem & Mineral Show. Pope John 
Paul II Elementary School, 775 Valley Road, 
Clifton, NJ. Sat. 10-5, Sun 10-5: Bob Horn 
@ 908-813-0808 or e-mail: 
Mineraldog@comcast.net 

18-19: Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery County’s Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Show, Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut St; Gaithersburg, 
MD 

25: The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral 
Club’s Show 10 - 4 at the Clearwater Nature 
Center. 11000 Thrift Rd. Clinton, MD 
20735. 

25-26: Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club’s 
Show. Athens Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, 150 
Herrick Av; Sayre, PA. 

 
April 

Mar 30–Apr. 2: Micromineralogists of the 
National Capital Area’s Atlantic 
Micromounters Conference. MHA 
Conference Center, Elkridge, MD. Contact 
Steve Weinberger cweinber@bcpl.net. 

1-2: The New York Southern Tier Geology 
Club’s Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show, 
Johnson City Senior Center, Brockton Street, 
Johnson City, NY. Sat 9-6PM & Sun 10-5 
PM. Valerie McMartin 607-625-2087 
val@stny.rr.com 

 
 

 
 
1-2: Philadelphia Mineralogical Society and 

Delaware Valley Paleontological Society’s 
"Philadelphia Mineral Treasures and Fossil 
Fair"; LuLu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike; Sat. 
10-5, Sun. 10-4: Karenne Snow, (609) 953-
1987.  

6-9: Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, 
Rochester, NY.  

   
www.rasny.org/MinSymposium/MineralSy
mp.htm 

29-30: New Jersey Earth Science Assoc. Million 
Dollar Show Franklin, NJ 

 
May 

13-14: Connecticut Valley Mineral Club’s Gem, 
Mineral & Fossil Show Three County 
Fairgrounds, Northampton, MA. 

20-21: Berks Mineralogical Society’s "World of 
Gems and Minerals" at Leesport Farmers 
Market Banquet hall, Rte. 61, Leesport, PA; 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4, Tailgate Section.  
Contact: info@berksmineralsociety.org 

27: Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society’s Show 
at Kraushaar Pavilion, Goucher College; 
Dullaney Valley Rd just south of I-695, 
Towson, MD. 

  
June 

3: Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association’s 
"PSEA Spring Mineralfest", Macungie Park 
Bldg., Rte. 100, Sat. 8:30-3;   Contact Ed 
Richards mineralfest@aol.com 

24-25: Gilsum Recreation Committee’s Gilsum 
Rock Swap and Mineral Show:  Gilsum 
Elementary School, Route 10 in Gilsum, just 
north of Keene, NH, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Saturday and 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Sunday.  
Contact Robert Mitchell 603.357-9636 
rmitchell60@adelphia.net.  
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FROM THE EDITOR:    Submission of Articles:  If you have an article that you would like to be 
printed in this newsletter, or an idea for an article or information to be included, please send it either 
via e-mail or post to my address on the end of this newsletter. 

 
 

Are you connected?  If you have internet access and an e-mail account please consider 
receiving the this newsletter in electronic form.  The e-newsletter saves volunteers time 
and FM money! Help us by getting newsletter via email!  We respect your privacy and 
will never share or sell your email address! 
 

 
 Thank you, your editor David Saja 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Directory of Officers 

 
OFFICERS 
President  Doug Rambo Division of Water Resources, Delaware DNR 
  Drambo@wserv.com (302) 798-4163   
Vice President  Arnold Mogel Pioche@Losch.net (570) 739-4034 
Secretary & Publicity  Juliet Reed  Associate Curator, The Bryn Mawr College Mineral Collections  
  KGReed@aol.com  (610) 388-4148 
Treasure  John Ebner JCEbnerJr@cs.com  (732) 681-3451 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
Membership Chair  Marge Matula  
Symposium Chair  Fred Stohl  (732) 341-3553 
Field Trip Chair  Pen Ambler  Bridger@paonline.com  (717) 939-2586 
WEB Manager   
Newsletter Editor  David Saja Curator, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
Grants Chairman   dsaja@cmnh.org  (216) 231-4600 x3429 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
George Rambo   Georger@wserve.com  (302) 798-4163 
Heyward Wharton    (610) 688-5244 
Neil Wintringham   NewDawnMinerals@Earthlink.com (908) 526-6475 
Susan MacInnis   sumacndeb@aol.com  (610) 432-9252 

 
 

Society Web page :   www.geocities.com/sajas.geo/FM/index.html 
 
 
 
 


