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President’s Message
 

Well,  Spring is upon
us, and the cold weather
is soon to be a memory.
The  Win ter  was
uneventful for us-
except that I did turn
67.  Some wise, old
man once told me: “If
I’d known I was going
to be around this long, I
would have treated
myself a bit better!”   I
believe I can relate to
this!   For an excellent

indoor Winter activity, like many of you,  I have been
working on my collection. 
 

The first field trip of 2013 was held at the Cornwall Mine
in Cornwall, PA, on April 14th.  Despite the day greeting
us with a rather brisk breeze, it turned out to be
beautifully clear and  warm  –  perfect for collecting!
 

I was glad to see about 20 people  show up for the event.
Many folks left with specimens.  Along with some neat
geological specimens, the minerals collected were:
garnets, magnetite,  pyrite, byssolite, and possibly ruizite
(still to be confirmed).   All in all, it was a well- rewarded
outing  for those who came – I was sorry that more
members didn’t take advantage.  I tried  photographing
some of the specimen found but my camera failed me.
 

I recently  was able to obtain another small collection of
Cornwall specimens. They were obtained  while   the

mine was still operating. They are mostly thumbnails and
micros.  These, I believe,  were also put together by  both
Milt Leet and Art Montgomery.  I have yet to go over
them in detail. I’ll have more on this collection as I
explore it further. 
 

I hope to hold a Board meeting in June  to plan two other
field trips for 2013, and of course, we will plan the
Symposium for this Fall (first weekend of November
2013).
 

Please contact me with suggestions  for possible field trip
locations that you’d be interested in.
 

I want to thank all who have paid their 2013 dues.  It
keeps the Chapter going!  I sent out a postcard reminder
this past month to those who have not yet paid their 2013
dues. Despite the smeared ink on some of them, I had a
very good response so far (ink malfunction ?).   I thank
you for your quick responses!   If you received a postcard
notice and have not  responded, I must assume you have
lost interest in the Chapter. With that said, this will be
your last newsletter, unless I receive your dues by the end
of May. 
 

I visited  Mt  Pleasant Mills Quarry in early February.
The pit showed very little activity, except for the
Wavellite areas on the ridge.  It is still possible to obtain
Wavellite specimens.  The pit, on the other hand, was
rather void of good collecting material.  It is my
understanding that the quarry  has been taken off  the
market for now.  This is good news for mineral
collectors, at least for the 2013 season.  It  is my
understanding  that activity has resumed in the quarry
again, as of April, but has produced little - if any -

“collectible material”.
 

Please visit the FM-PA
Chapter web site. There is a
wealth of information that
you can access.  Ron Sloto
keeps it updated,  and
current  with the addition of
new material, and links  to
other sites you may not be
aware of.  There is also
informat ion  on  our
Chapter’s activities. 

Arnold Mogel, 
President,  FM PA. Chapter
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Rockhounding Pennsylvania and New Jersey

Geologist Robert Beard’s book, Rockhounding
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, published by Falcon
Guides, is now available through retailers.  It includes
both collecting sites and sightseeing-only (no collecting)
sites for minerals, rocks, and fossils. Sixty-four sites are
listed in Pennsylvania, and 19 in New Jersey.  See
h t t p : / / w w w . f a l c o n . c o m / b o o k s / r o c k h o u n d i n g -
pennsylvania-and-new-jersey                           -Editor

Smithsonian high-resolution
 virtual tour on the web

The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural
History web site now includes a high-resolution virtual
tour, controlled to some extent by the user.  After going
to <http://www.mnh.si.edu/panoramas/ >, click on the
“comprehensive virtual tour” link within the text. On the
next screen, clicking on “first” or “second” at the top
right will pop up a floor plan of the various galleries,
including Geology, Gems & Minerals and the Hope
Diamond on “second” and various fossils on “first.”
Click on one of the spots on the floor plan, then navigate
with the buttons at the bottom of the screen.  Remember
to zoom in with the “+” button; wait for it to load and you
can read the labels on the specimens.  -Editor

Pennsylvania Geology Magazine

The winter 2012 issue (vol. 42, no. 4) is now
available on the survey web site.  From the home page at
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/topogeo/index.aspx , click on
“Publications and Digital Data” in the left sidebar.

An article by Caron O’Neil on pages 16-17
describes the process of scanning more than 500 printed
publications to add them to those already available on the
web [as mentioned in the article at right].  The resulting
text can be searched.  The publications are available
through the link shown in the paragraph above.  For
example, one that ties in with our recent collecting is
General Geology G35, Guide to the Geology of
Cornwall, Pennsylvania (1961).  

The lead article in the issue is Potential for CO2-
Enhanced Oil and Gas Recovery, Southwestern
Pennsylvania, by John A. Harper.  John’s retirement is
covered on page 19-20.    -Editor

Last chance to get many 
Pennsylvania Survey printed publications

 

Good day,
 

Sales of all PA Geological Survey publications,
except for SP 1, The Geology of Pennsylvania, ceased at
the end of April. With a few exceptions, all publications
of the Fourth Geological Survey, including those that
have long been out of print, have been scanned and are
available for download from our website at
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/topogeo/publications/pgspub/index.htm
 

Before we recycle the remaining stock of printed
publications, we will offer them free to the public during
the week of May 20, 2013.  If you are interested in
acquiring any of these publications you can visit our
office during the week. Also included in this give away
will be a random selection of publications (ours, USGS,
and others) that have accumulated throughout the
building especially in our library.  Most of these are used
publications, many of which have been returned to us
from other libraries. 
 

Be aware that we have no list of what publications
are available but the selection of our sales publications
includes a few Atlases and Progress Reports plus a wider
selection of Water and Mineral Resource reports.  Also
available are significant quantities of two (1:500,000)
poster-sized maps - Map 65 the digital shaded-relief map
and Map 67, the geologic shaded-relief map.  The PA
Geological Survey will continue to give away most of its
free publications such as the educational series and
various page-sized maps.  For that reason, those
publications will not be a part of this giveaway.
 

The giveaway will be conducted out of the core
library in the basement of our building in Middletown.
Directions to our office can be found at
      http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/topogeo/about/index.aspx#mdt
  

Reservations are not required; however, to make
sure we have staff adequate to assist everyone; we would
appreciate it if you would contact Jody Smale, our
librarian, (717-702-2020, jsmale@pa.gov) and let her
know generally when you expect to stop in.  All
scavenging and hauling must be done in person, during
that week. We will not package, ship, or store
publications for you.
  

We are conducting this event to give our fans one
last opportunity to obtain our classic publications in their
original form.  This event is not for book dealers or
anyone else who hopes to make a buck at the expense of
the taxpayers of Pennsylvania.
  

From
   Michael E. Moore P.G. | Geologist Manager
   PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
   Bureau of Topographic and Geologic Survey
   3240 Schoolhouse Road | Middletown, PA  17057
   Phone717.702.2024 | Fax717.702.2065
   E-mail:  michmoore@pa.gov
   www.dcnr.state.pa.us
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Cornwall field
trip specimens

Photos by
William
Kochanov

Right:. “hairy”
byssolite (not
natrolite as
discussed during
the field trip) on
magnetite.

Below:  Ruizite 
(to be confirmed). 
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From the Editor
David Glick

 

I do apologize for the lateness of this issue; I’ve
been out of town a great deal.  I believe that situation has
improved, and we should be catching up to our proper
schedule.  You can help!   Please provide materials for
the next issue by June 20, 2013.  Feel free to contact me
at xidg@verizon.net, or 814-237-1094 days and evenings
(especially Thurs-Sat., otherwise leave a message).
Thank you!  

Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy,
collecting or collectors are invited for this newsletter:
articles, long or short; announcements from FM-PA
committees; photographs of specimens, field localities,
collections, etc.; reports about books or articles published
about PA minerals or by PA authors, or actual book
reviews; or other items within the mineralogy and
mineral collecting areas of interest.  Photographs should
be of good resolution (1000 pixels across) without much
JPEG compression, so that they will look good in print.
We are producing four issues each year; your material
is needed to make sure they have some substance.  If you
know people who have interesting material, please
encourage them to submit it.
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

 

May 18-19, 2013: World of Gems and Minerals, by Berks
Mineralogical Society. Leesport Farmers Market Banquet
Hall, Rte 61 Leesport, Pa.    Download flyer from
 http://www.berksmineralsociety.org/

June 1, 2013:  Spring Mineralfest, by Pennsylvania Earth
Science Association.  Macungie Memorial Park, off PA
Route 100, Macungie, PA, about 8 miles southwest of
Allentown. 8:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m.
http://www.mineralfest.com/

June 1-2, 2013,  Eastern Federation of Mineralogical &
Lapidary Societies Convention, and Suffolk Gem and Mineral
Club Ann. Show, Smithtown (Long Island) New York.
EFMLS Meeting May 31.
 http://www.amfed.org/efmls/conventionp.htm
Download a discount flyer from
http://www.suffolkgem.com/-shows--up-coming-events.html 

 
  

DONATIONS WELCOMED
 

The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization; donations are gratefully accepted and
may be deducted from your federal income tax.
Donations of any size help to offset the general
operating costs of the Society, helping to keep dues low.
 

 

FM on the WWW

Please explore the FM-PA web site at 
www.rasloto.com/FM/

National News
National FM newsletters, links to other chapters, and

much more can be found on their web site: 
www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
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