
Wavellite collected on FM-Pa field trip, National
Limestone quarry property, Mount Pleasant Mills, PA,
April 18, 2015

  

F R I E N D S  O F  M I N E R A L O G Y
Pennsylvania Chapter

NEWSLETTER
 

VOL. 43  NO. 2             SUMMER  2015
   

 

Symposium Planned for
November 7-8

 
       The Board of Directors will soon be working hard
on planning our Annual Symposium for the weekend of
Saturday, November 7, at Franklin & Marshall College
in Lancaster, Pa.  If you can help, can give a
presentation involving Pennsylvania mineralogy or
relevant geology, or know someone who might, please
contact Joe Marchesani (see p. 4).  
 

      We’re looking for ideas for more collecting trips,
and volunteers to coordinate trips.  If you can help,
please contact Joe Marchesani.
   

Newsletter Back Issues on Web Site
  

Ron Sloto is working on scanning back issues of
the chapter  newsletter and putting PDF files on the web
site < www.rasloto.com/FM/ >.  Watch for more issues
being added soon.  If anyone has issues that are not
online, Ron would greatly appreciate the opportunity to
borrow them to scan; contact information is on page 4.

Friends of Mineralogy National Newsletter
  

The FM National Newsletter is available on their
web site, http://www.friendsofmineralogy.org/newsletters.html
The January 2015 issue (vol. 45, no. 1) includes a long
article (pages 23-33) by Terry Wallace on Tales from
the Tags: Mineral Labels and Specimen Value.  The
March issue (vol. 45, no. 2) includes an article
reviewing New Books about Minerals/Mineralogy on
pages 14-16.  There’s lots more as well, including news
from FM on Board of Directors decisions, progress on
new and old projects, and new personnel.          - Editor
 

Board Member Volunteers Needed
  

Our Board of Directors is understaffed!  Can you
help?  If you could volunteer to stand for election to the
Board of Directors, and in particular if you might be
interested in being Vice President of the Chapter, please
contact the President (see p. 4).

Penn State loans 
Mining & Industrial Art to the

Michener Museum
 

Penn State’s Earth and Mineral Sciences Museum
is loaning 55 paintings from its Steidle Collection to the
Michener Art Museum in Doylestown.  The Michener
has a new curator whose specialty is Industrial Art; she
found out about the Steidle Collection through the book
that the EMS Museum had published (Wonders of Work
and Labor: The Steidle Collection of American
Industrial Art, 2009).  The show, Iron and Coal,
Petroleum and Steel: Industrial Art from the Steidle
Collection,  will run July 11 - October 25; see their web
site,   http://www.michenermuseum.org/ 

 - Editor

Mount Pleasant Mills Field Trip
reported by Mike Dunton

    Good weather prevailed on the FM-Pa trip to
National Limestone quarry property at Mount Pleasant
Mills, Pa., on April 18.  The wavellite area on the ridge
provided some good specimens, such as the one shown
below.
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  Figure 1.  Texas, Pa. label 

  Figure 2.  1842 map showing the village of Texas, Lancaster County, Pa.  

Mineral Locality:
  

Texas, Pennsylvania. 
Where is Texas?

by 
Ronald A. Sloto

West Chester University

I have studied and
photographed many old
mineral collections. Some
mineral specimens from
Lancaster County dating
from the mid 1850s to the
early 1900s are labeled
with the locality “Texas,
Pennsylvania,” and some
are labeled “Wood Mine,
Texas, Pennsylvania.”  For
example, figure 1 shows a
label from the collection at
West Chester University
that reads “Williamsite,
Texas, Pennsylvania.” It is likely from the Wood Mine.
However, the Wood mine is not in Texas.  The USGS
topographic maps of the area show that there is no town
or village named Texas in Lancaster County. 

There was a
T e x a s  i n
Lycoming County,
and there is a
Texas Township in
Wayne County and
an East Texas in
Lower Macungie
Township, Lehigh
County. There also
is a small village
named New Texas
i n  F u l t o n
T o w n s h i p ,
Lancaster County,
about 3.3 miles
northwest of the
W o o d  m i n e .
However, there is
n o  T e x a s  i n
Lancaster County.

 

The Wood Mine was opened in 1828.  The first
reference to minerals from the Wood Mine appears to be
in the third edition of James Dwight Dana’s mineralogy
published in 1850.  The Wood mine is listed in his
“Catalog of American Localities of Minerals” under
Lancaster County:
 

“LANCASTER CO. – Near Texas in the south part
of the county, at Wood's Chrome Mine, emerald
nickel, pennite, kamererite, baltimorite, williamsite,
chromic iron, marmolite, picrolite, dolomite, cryst.
magnesite, calcite, serpentine.” 

 

The previous version of Dana’s Catalog of American
Localities of Minerals in the second edition (1844) does
not list the Wood Mine or Texas. 
 

Individual township maps for Lancaster County
were first published in 1864 by Bare and Bridgens. The
1864 map of Little Britain Township, where the Wood
Mine is located, shows the villages of Kinseyville,
Eastland, and Wrightsdale, which are much closer than
New Texas, which is shown on the 1864 map of Fulton
Township.  
 

A county wall map for Lancaster County was
published in 1842 by Joshua Scott. The map, part of
which is pictured here (figure 2), shows a much larger
Little Britain Township and the village of Texas, which
was the closest village to the Wood mine in 1842.
Therefore, Dana was correct in saying that the Wood
Mine was near Texas. Everyone thereafter followed
Dana’s lead, often dropping the near and just using
Texas as the location.  
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Sometime between 1842 and 1864, Little Britain
Township was split into Fulton and Little Britain
Townships, and Texas became New Texas.  The usual
reason for changing the name of a town or village in
those days was the establishment of a post office.  When
the citizens of St. Marys in Chester County wanted to
establish a post office, they could not because there was
already an established post office with the name St.
Marys; they changed the name of their village to
Warwick.  Likewise, nearby Blue Rock became
Elverson in order to establish a post office. The Baldwin
and Thomas “New and Complete Gazetteer of the
United States” published in 1854 lists Texas as a small
village 25 miles SSE from Lancaster and Texas as a post
office in Lycoming County.  When a post office was
established in the Lancaster County village, the residents
had to change the name from Texas to New Texas
because there was already a post office with the name
Texas in Pennsylvania. 
 

You can download PDF copies of Dana’s first
through sixth editions of his System of Mineralogy, as
well as many other historical publications, from the FM-
Pa website. Visit  http://rasloto.com/FM/ and click on the
digital books tab. 

Virtual Museum of the 
History of Mineralogy 

By Alex Schauss 
from Friends of Mineralogy National Newsletter,

 vol. 45 no 2 (March 2015) p. 20
 

This "museum" is a joint initiative of two
Europeans, Paul Tambuyser and Claude Hootele, whose
interests are in crystallography, classic mineralogy,
history of mineralogy and crystallography, and mineral
collecting, brought them together to create the website.
Numerous museums in Europe and individuals have
contributed to this fascinating website dedicated to the
history of mineralogy. 
 

The Virtual Museum has a newsletter that updates
readers on new acquisitions of historical mineralogy
interest including books and mineralogical instruments
added to the sites archive. In 2012, for example, they
started an archive giving access to an important number
of digitalized crystallography catalogs. Previous
electronic copies of the semi-annual newsletter are
included. 
 

On June 22, 2007, the Virtual Museum of the
History of Mineralogy opened to the public. Tambuyser
and Hootele experienced that the information in these

fields is dispersed and therefore sometimes difficult to
find and to access, particularly for the private collector.
With this observation in mind, they started to assemble
and eventually offer information regarding the history of
mineralogy and crystallography.  Initially, they
contacted some nearby collectors who were willing to
have their treasures photographed and described.
Selections of these objects were organized into 5 major
collections that have grown over the last eight years that
serve to illustrate the history of mineralogy and
crystallography in the pre x-ray diffraction era. 
These collections include: 
  Crystallographic goniometers: At present over 50

goniometers are photographed and described.
Among them are 24 different contact goniometers
illustrating the earliest models till the more recent
types used for educational purposes (mainly for
measuring crystal models). 

 Other instruments related to mineralogy and
crystallography: They presently show some 20
instruments that were mainly used in optical
mineralogy and crystallography (e.g. polarizing
microscopes, polariscopes, etc.).  Apart from
optical instruments there are a few blowpipe sets
and an areometer. 

 Crystal models: The amount of crystal models
surviving is pretty large. Initially we present only
a small selection in order to give an idea of these
interesting objects that were (and some still are)
used for educational purposes. 

 Antique labels and their accompanying mineral
specimens: The presence of a label - or possibly of
a set of labels - accompanying an early mineral
specimen enhances the historical value of both.
Some 20 labels together with their accompanying
mineral specimen are presently shown in the
collection. 

 Mineralogy and crystallography books:  A large
amount of early mineralogy and crystallography
books need to be described. As a start they have
chosen the main works by René Just Haüy, one of
the key persons in the development of the sciences
of mineralogy and crystallography. 

 The Museum Shop includes ads from collectors,
dealers and prestigious booksellers. The site also
has links to antiquarian book dealers worldwide,
including Rocks of Ages in the United States
http://www.rxofages.com, to help readers find
mineralogical works of interest. 

The link to this fascinating website is:
http://www.mineralogy.eu 
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From the Editor
David Glick

      THANK YOU to everyone who has been providing material for
the Newsletter!  Everyone else - join the fun!  Please provide
materials for the next issue by September 15, 2015.  Feel free
to contact me at xidg@verizon.net, or 814-237-1094 days and
evenings (especially Thurs-Sat., otherwise leave a message).  

Materials related to Pennsylvania mineralogy, collecting or
collectors are invited for this newsletter: articles, long or short;
announcements from FM-PA committees; photographs of
specimens, field localities, collections, etc.; reports on
publications about PA minerals or by PA authors, or actual book
reviews; or other items within the mineralogy and mineral
collecting areas of interest.  Photographs should be of good
resolution (1000 pixels across) without much JPEG
compression, so that they will look good in print. Please provide
captions including photographers’ names.

We are producing four issues each year; your material is
needed to make them worthwhile!.  If you know people who
have interesting material, please encourage them to submit it.

  

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sept. 19-20, 2105: 50th Annual Gem, Mineral & jewelry
Show by Central PA Rock & Mineral Club.  Zembo Shrine,
3rd & Division Sts, Harrisburg PA Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5.
Sept. 26-27, 2015: Franklin-Sterling Hill Mineral, Gem &
Jewelry Show, by FOMS & Franklin Mineral Museum.
Franklin Borough School, 50 Washington Ave., Franklin NJ.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4.  http://spmom3.wix.com/franklin-gem-mineral
October 3, 2015: Autumn Mineralfest, by Penna. Earth
Sciences Ass’n.  Macungie Memorial Park, Poplar St.,
Macungie PA.  Sat. only, 8:30-3:00.  www.mineralfest.com

 

October 25, 2015: South Penn Fall Rock Swap, by
CPRMC & Franklin Cty RMC.  South Mountain
Fairground, 1.5 mi W of Arendtsville PA on Rt 234.
November 7-8, 2015: Friends of Mineralogy - PA Chapter
Symposium (Nov. 7, Lancaster, PA) & Field Trip (Nov. 8).

 

CLASSIFIED ADS
 

FOR SALE: Long-time Pennsylvania collector John ‘Pen’
Ambler in Hollidaysburg has books, specimens and more
for sale.  Pen reports: “I have some 10 – 15 cartons of
books on mineral and mineral related subjects.  My
cataloged collection consist of upwards of 6,000 specimens
some of which were the Ed Carper collection.  The
specimens are cabinet, small cabinet, hand-sized,
miniature, thumbnail and micro minerals.  Many of the
minerals are PA and eastern U.S.; however, it is a varied
collection.  There are lapidary materials (slabs and some
bulk); limited fossils; tumbled stones including PA amethyst;
UV materials and equipment; supplies (boxes, etc.).”  Please
contact Pen by email:  bridger@atlanticbb.net
 

FOR SALE: Collection, Microscope & Accessories,
Crystal Models - Avid collector wants these to be purchased
by someone who would appreciate them.  Contact Frank &
Gail Beall,  724-789-7290.  Western PA.  See much more
complete listing at  www.nittanymineral.org/beall.pdf
 
 

 

DONATIONS WELCOMED
The FM-PA Chapter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization;
donations are gratefully accepted and may be deducted
from your federal income tax.  Donations of any size help
to offset the general operating costs of the Society,
helping to keep dues low.

FM on the WWW

Please explore the FM-PA web site at 
www.rasloto.com/FM/

National News
National FM newsletters, links to other chapters, and

much more can be found on their web site: 
www.friendsofmineralogy.org

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter     Directory of Officers
 

OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS members
 

President Joe Marchesani Jmarch06@comcast.net (609) 433-5129
Vice President 
Treasurer Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Secretary 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
 

Membership Chair Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Symposium Chair 
Field Trip Chair 
Web Manager Ron Sloto rasloto@aol.com (610) 469-0626
Newsletter Editor  David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094
Grants Chairman David Saja   geo.rx.david@gmail.com (216) 231-4600 x3229

   Curator, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

William Kochanov wkochanov@pa.gov (717) 702-2033 M—F, 8-4
David Glick xidg@verizon.net (814) 237-1094

 

Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania Chapter Web Site:     http://www.rasloto.com/FM


